Members of the Historical Committee gather
testimony from survivors in the Leipheim DP
Camp, Germany, c. 1946/7

From a letter written by Holocaust victim Yitzchak Aron
(son of Moshe and Tzirel), 1942
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Documentation

With over 125 million pages of documents, Yad Vashem’s Archives
comprise the world’s largest collection of Holocaust-related information.

In 2008, we significantly expanded our archival collection, receiving tens
of millions of documents from repositories and archives around the world.
From our vast wealth of original documentation, we respond to thousands
of applications every month from researchers, survivors and the general
public, searching for information on the fate of individuals during and after

the War.

““ The credit for anything
we have uncovered
goes first and foremost
to Yad Vashem. Had

it not been for Yad
Vashem, | never would
have had what | now
pow... | was totally'
The records we




““ Amid all the horror around him, he has found his destiny:
to photograph, and leave behind a testimony for all generations
about the great tragedy unfolding before him

Holocaust survivor Arieh Ben Menachem about Lodz ghetto photographer and Holocaust
victim Mendel Grossman (pictured above)

Facts and Figures 2008

> 50 million pages of documents added to the Yad Vashem

Archives, which now houses 125 million pages of documents
in total

Over 14,500 photographs added to the Photo Archive, which
now comprises some 370,000 images

26,000 public enquiries answered by the Reference and
Information Services Department: 18,000 written and 8,000 in
the Library and Archives Reading Room




““ | didn’t want the diary to be lost forever... at Yad
Vashem it is much safer than in my own home. Now
others can read it and learn about what happened. It
will be a reminder for all time

Ruth Tauber, widow of Rabbi Uri Feivish Tauber




The Library

With over 117,000 titles in more
than 50 languages, the Yad
Vashem Library comprises

the largest collection

of Holocaust-related
publications in the world.

Not only does the material
lining its shelves contain a
wealth of information about
the Holocaust, it represents
mankind’s attempt to grapple
with one of the most traumatic
events in human history.

In 2008, over 3,000 new titles were added to the Library, covering a range
of topics from memoirs and biographies to educational publications,
anthologies and postwar accounts.

Facts and Figures 2008

> 3,400 book titles added to the Library collection, which now
numbers over 117,000 titles in total
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Names Recovery

With over 3.6 million names, Yad Vashem’s Central Database of Shoah
Victims’ Names is the only repository in the world dedicated to preserving
the memory of the six million Jews who perished in the Holocaust. Millions
more names remain unidentified: it is our collective duty to persist until they
are recovered.

@ When | help @
| don’t need to e
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Survivors Volunteer in Yad Vashem'’s Global
Names Recovery Project

The Shoah Victims’ Names Recovery Project trains volunteers in Israel and
around the world to assist Holocaust survivors and members of their generation
to commemorate victims by recording their names — and, when available,
photos and other biographical data — on Pages of Testimony. Many of those
joining the ranks of this historic effort are themselves Shoah survivors.

In Israel, volunteers undergo training at Yad Vashem and then conduct home
visits with survivors, where tremendous sensitivity is required to guide them
through the painful process of re-opening and confronting feelings of loss and
mourning from over half a century ago. Nevertheless, Holocaust survivors time
and again express their gratitude to the empathetic volunteers for finally helping
them ease such a heavy burden.



Families Reunite Through Online Names Database

Since Yad Vashem uploaded its Central Database of Shoah Victim’s
Names to the Internet in 2004, its staff has had the honor to facilitate — and
witness — poignant reunions of Jewish families from all over the world. Recently,
descendents of the Diamond Family (USA) and the Dashut Family (Israel) met
for the first time when Nancy Diamond (center) visited Yad Vashem’s Hall of
Names in October 2008, and met with her cousin, Holocaust survivor Avshalom
Dayagi-Dashut (left) and his daughter Yona Kahanovitch (right).

33,000 Pages of Testimony and 4,400 photographs added to
the Hall of Names

Over 600,000 names records digitized from archival
documents gathered in Hungary, the former Soviet Union and
other sources

Yad Vashem's Central Database of Shoah Victims' Names
reaches 3.6 million names
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““ Tﬁis unique idea bridges

..........quntl ts, generations and
time.itelf... the Jewish family

A Living Connection
Bnei Mitzvah “Twin” with Holocaust Victims

An increasingly popular way in which Jewish children and their families are
strengthening their identification with the Jewish people is by forging bonds with
individual children killed in the Holocaust. Using the Online Central Database of
Shoah Victims’ Names, bar and bat mitzvah students review Pages of Testimony
containing the names, biographies and (when available) photographs of
children with the same Hebrew name, birth month or other family connection.

Many of the young students turn to Yad Vashem for help in researching various
aspects of the victims’ lives, their struggles, and their traditions before or during
the war. The experience adds a meaningful dimension to their own “coming
of age,” and a powerful connection to the Jewish generations lost in the
Holocaust. (Pictured above: Nathaniel Jean, left, with Henri Joinovici, brother of
Holocaust victim Albert Joinovici, with whom Nathaniel twinned his bar mitzvah
celebration.)



Stories From a Silent World
Collecting Testimony from Deaf Survivors

How did people born without hearing
survive the Holocaust? How did they
connect with their surroundings? These
questions are not theoretical for many
dozens of deaf Holocaust survivors living
in Israel today. Until just a few years ago,
they were unable to provide videotaped
testimony because of the technical
difficulties involved. Yad Vashem’s Oral
Testimony Section, part of the Archives
Division, initiated a special project, in
cooperation with the Institute for the
Advancement of Deaf Personsin Israel. So
far, twenty survivors, deaf from birth, have
been interviewed, and an additional 25
survivors (most from the former USSR) are
currently being recorded.

This exceptional documentation is carried

out with the help of a sign-language translator, who participatesin the interviews
at Yad Vashem. After the recordings are complete, the interviews are passed
on for transcription, so that the individual stories of these survivors, part of the
whole story of the Shoah, may be made available to researchers and the
general public alike.

1,250 new survivor testimonies filmed. Yad Vashem’s Archives
now hold some 100,000 video, audio and written testimonies
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Visual Center

The Yad Vashem Visual Center is the world’s repository of Holocaust-
related films. The Center currently houses over 65,000 video recordings
of all kinds of genres - including documentaries, feature films and
survivor testimonies.

“ “ The transfer of the testimonies will create untold
opportunities for education, scholarship and research”

Kim Simon, USC Shoah Foundation Institute Interim Executive Director
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Facts and Figures 2008

> 500 new films added to the Visual Center Library Catalogue,
which now holds 5,200 Holocaust-related films

) In addition to its thousands of yearly visitors, over 90 groups,
including teachers, students and filmmakers, attend the Visual
Center for varied activities and programs




