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~ 1»1 Alnlmco '4'15 dmced b)' u.thmm \u dl:n Ikrg behind 
me w~lI, otlhe Thcrcsicnsudt Ghetto oorthwwern 
C~.w.) ;" til< tpnoS of19U Th< "1IU"'l'" lith<, wd 
'-cr')' ptell}' Outth-Jaroisb womm caasht the ancntion of Ihe' 

Cz«h .mist Chariotte Bul't$O\"I when Calbcnna toot hcr in&m son, 
Cbirtn«, fur.t ~'2Ik on tlK nuin street of'I'hm*nSbdt. She had tttcndy 
mr.'td to dr ghmo &om Westabort (northeastcrD Nttbcrimds). a O'Wit 
amp tOr nne 97,000 Dutch Jcws who ."Crt bOng deponed to E.i.slcm 
E"rope ill 1942-41 

C2d'friat t-td throu~ the gales ofWcstcd:kd •• newtywed in a 
nurst's uniform. ~ t., btr bushand, Jacques FrW., and pKgIlalll 

~;th her son In hc:r last d2YS m .. homctO\\ll of Roncrd:un, she had 
sm t'd as a nunc UJ lhcJewish ~1Dd III W(Stcrbod, tOO, she was 
assigned 10 v.'OI'k at ad l ,800.MdWr.ry. 

She gan birtb LO Cbirentt OD 3 ~hy 1943. Her husband managed 
to s« his son ODCC bcbt tbqMI"Cscpmttd. He was evacuated in one 
of nineteen ttampomtftlt tlct\'trOO 35,000 Dutch Jews [0 Sobibor, Poland 
- me infaJoous extcnnination camp where prisonen were scm [0 the gas 
dwnbersturun a h ' hours of :ltriv.t.l. At the cnd ohhe war, only ninetten 
of the Dutl;h J~1 who had reached this amp Iw:I suni\'cd. Jacqun Frank 
was nOI one of them. 

The inmates u Westcrbork li\'cd a quasi-normalli rc in !>t~'ccn tht' 
drtadt'd transportS 10 me- Eas! and cemin t'ltermination. In months whcn 
such tl'2llsporIJ did not occur, me camp commander cncouragt'd the 
prisoners 10 cntauin "'u. ConcertS, opera, and cabaret pc:rfonnanccs 
were arranged wIh the J*1IapWon rJ the artists among the camp prisoners. 

Cathcrina, , ncwlywcd and new mother whose husband had !>tcn 
deported 10 an unknown dcstination, was asked to join tht' camp's 
entertainment team. The: team mem!>trs from Rotterdam, rca.lling thu 
thcir childhood mend had studied dance rrom age six to age ~'enty, 
recommended her to \'filly Rosen aOO Erich ZKglcr - two famous musicians 
from GcI1tUl1)'- whoCOl1lpOStd aOO wrotc ~Tics fur a mue calkd "Humor 
and Song" at We Wt'.Slerbork cabaret. Although the performances were 
meant ror the pruoncrs' amusement, the camp staff and high-ranking SS 
officers filled tbt: first row or seats cvery (\·cning. 

On one or those occmons, the notorious Adolr Eichmann sat in the 
from row and watched the revue. (A descriptivc album \\ith color dr3\\ings, 
a manuscript, and pbolopphs is in thc Yad Vashem Archives.) After the 
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program, ht' asked 10 be introduced 10 the lo\'cly dancer, Catherina Frank. 
When he ~ard her personal story, he promised 10 ha\'( her sent to the 
Therc.sienstadt camp and interned thcre until the end or thc war. He krpt 
his word. In the spring or 1943, clutching her inrant son and a fur CQaI 

sem to her by her 12ther - with gold coins concealed in the lining - she 
was transported to Therc.sienstadt . 

The young mother and her son were: given housing in one or the luge 
barracks, with neithcr privacy nor any of the spccial accoutrements tJut an 
inrant nwis. The specuck or a lnby in thc ghetto was unusual, and 
when(\'cr Cathcrina took him ror a walk. peoplc would 2pprQ.'lch and stare 
at the sweet, handsome link boy. Whcn Ihe :mist Charlotle BureSO\"a 
stopped her, howt:\'cr, she had an exceptional request; she was working on 
a series or drawings or danccr5 and dances from around the world and 
wanted Calherina 10 modd for her. When Catherina canle to the studio, 
BureSQ\'3 :asked her whether she knew the steps of the flamenco. 

Thus, it w:as in the Theresienstadt ghetto, far trom home, her fu ture 
and f.lIe unkllO\\1l, Ihal Catherina Frank danct'd her last flamenco. However, 
it was not the lasl time that Burc$O\'a asked Catherina to model for her. 
One day, she told Catherina that the camp commander had asked her to 
produce an oil paint ing of Madame Buncril),. Observing Catherina's Im'ely 
face, BuJ'tSIM. dccidt'd that she \\ '<1$ the ideal model. So she became Madame 
BUllerfl}' in me painting that enhanced the camp commander's office. 
(Charlotte BurC:SO\"a escaped from the gheno in the \'ehide of the SW'edish 
ambassador three wys befO!'( the camp was libcratt'd by the Russians. She 
returned to Prague where she continut'd 10 painl portraits or children and 
her memories of Therc.sienstadt.) 

In ()t\( of his many ,isits to Thercsienstadt, Adolf Eichmann, w·oo had 
!>ten responsible for establishing the ghello, and for assembling and 
deporting Jews from Europe: to the concentration and death camps, notict'd 
the p~nting md told the commander thaI he had made the acqu~nt3nce 
of iiX' beautiful J(\\ish woman. Catherina WAS $Ill1UTlOIXd to the commmdcr's 
office for her second encounter with Eichmann. She reminded him where 
they had first met and was surprised he could remember her. 

When Eichmann asked if he could help her in any way, Calherina 
described her hardship in raising her $On in the camnous barracks, and 
immediately ht' promised to arrange ror a private room. Catherina was 
mo\'ed to a small room on Ihe rourth floor of onc of the barracks and 
became the housemother for a group of )'oung Hehalutz (Je\\ish youth 
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group) members who had Inched ThtrtSiensradl \I;lh anodler 500 Danish 
lew'S captured in Copenhagen in October 1943. 

The prisoners from Denmark rccci\'Cd special treatment from their 
gO'l'emmenl, including support parcds !'rom thc Dtnish Foreign Ministry. 
TIq sham:! moe parcels \.\;th Catheril1;l and her young son, and with this 
food she and thc boy managed to sunivc in thc ghetto despitc the harsh 
conditions. By the end of the war when ITlOSt of Dutch IC\\T}' h2d pcri.W:d 
at Auschwitz and Sobibor, Cathcrina and Qairencc were among the onl)' 
five pt:rcent of Dutch lewry who had sun;\'ed. 

Catherina remembers hcr first steps on Dutch soil, \lith the sole 
responsibility of caring for her 2·yw·oId son, as the most difficult moments 
of all. She had just rccomed from the typhoid fe\'cr she had contracted 
during hcr last WctU ofintemmcnI in the camp, and had !xen nown back 
to hcr homeland with thc assistance of American soldiers for whom she 
had sen'ed as an interpreter. 

The authorities were unsympathetic in their treatment of the returning 
refugees. She was given ;I. job 3t a depanmenl StOfe by the former manager 
of the laundry facilit), in Thtrtsienst.1dt, who had promised to help her if 
they survived the inferno. She remarried in 1952, and as Mrs. Van den 
Berg raised her son Clairence, who e"emuall)' became the rather and 
grandrather of daughttrs and granddaughters. Catherina spcaks proudly 
of all of them and pampers them \\'ilh everything she could not give 
Cbjrence in his own boyhood. 

She ntver d.lOced again; tht n;lmenco in Theresitnstadt was indeed 
the lasl flamenco of the dmcer whose wpely legs, u she confidtd to this 
author, had sa\'ed htr from a bruw rale. She contributed thc painting of 
her likeness as a fWncnco dancer and a portn.it of Qairenct ;II thc ;lge of 
ninc months to the Yad Vashem An Museum, during her recem first visit 
to Israd. "This is the right pbcc to prescm thcm," she said. 

The paintings were added 10 Ihc Art Museum collcction and joined 
S('\·crat works by Charlone BufCSO\'a, including womtn danccrs in \oarious 
ethnic cosrumcs. We had nOi knO\lll thc full story of thoe paintings until 
Catheril1;l explained il to us, during hcr visit. Then, for tht first timt in hcr 
life, Mrs. Van dcn Berg gm a full account of her ordcal. 

Now, pasl the age of eighty, she feels that a chapter is closing. The 
stOry of the laSt name nco, now in Ihe public domain, hu a pcrsonal 
dimension. This firslhand account of Calherina's stOry has added to our 
awareness that dancing and an exislcd behind walls and barbed wire during 
the Holocaust 
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