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T
he end of the year 200 I has setn the 
Mjddk East J)(KC process in a statc of 
eolbpsc, thc US rceo\'cring from 
da-mring tmUis ~ and the ",td:I 

cconomy banting rcccssion. Hummity has been 
bc:atm and ~tttttd---hdd capti\"e, oocc again, to 
immeasurable upset and 11I"ItI!SI. In the shadow d 
thtsc l'CCC"It abrnitXs, wllM dots tht H<*x2ust­
hununkind's grcatest aban~6t in, 

This \"Cf)' quation is probed in the opening 
articlc of the winter edition of Tilli VII.rbe", 
JrrNSAk", through interviews ",;th four kading 
HoklaUSl and antisemitism specialists. While the 
opening articIc cita somc of the: ITIOI"C a1mning 
"'~$ il",ta:h tbc l-kh1s: is~ ~rrfilsed, 
-n. Ugoy~s.n""'An InmuDauI 
C<D=a" """'" '4'" pooi>' ~ ........ II< 
HOOaust, dwwgh SUl\ivm' ab:atX::mI fliWri\a 
..t~bms. 

ExU2Cting thc posith-c from thc depth of 

"""'" • , than< ",iWd 1hroug!xJut m;, «tirioo. 
Tht: story oflik!Tom behind thc barbcd wires is 
nmuntcd in -HlIl1"Uand AIdody: Cabaret at the 
\\'csttrbort. Transit Camp" and the ingcnuit), and 
strmgth of cxtcnninuion camp inmates is rccaIkd 
in _Escape Undct FII"C: The Sobibor Uprising." 

As wc cntcr thc ntw )'car, We must mourn 
our put losses, yct DCI"C1" shut OUt thr possibility 
ofhopc: and thc cnignutie, alI·powcrful reso!\·c 
for lifc. 
Cntr.I''W ft-". H"".,r .,.# MtlH,./blH 
rOll/IlIlUII, phtt~"phs 1111. il/"lmH/,II, {To", 11K 
I\hrtrbott r.Nrtr (SIr .rlilk, ,.g'l 10-111. 
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by Kobi Rivlin 
"---~~~~----------------. 

S 
incc Scptcmbcr 2000, the Mkldk: East 
has !xen plagucd by a murgenc( of 
'iokncc (illriflldll), mirrored by deadly 
fundam(ntalist extrcmism played out 

on the world stage. Simultancously, the Jcwish 
J)(opl( h3'·c !xcn encountcring a new wa,·c of 
antiscmilism and anti·Zionist rhetoric, 
unmatched-according to ccrtain authorities-­
since the dawn of the Holocaust. 

In September , 
2001, the United 
Nations hcld [hc 
World Confcrcncc 
Against Racism, 
Rm~ 
Xenophobia, and 
Related ImolcDfl(e 
in Durban, South 
Am T""funmg 
Zionism to racism 
and equating thc 
Israeli treatment of R,,"; I""",",d M'd,';w 
the Palestinians \lith the German genocide of six 
million Jews during the Holocaust were drafted 
and almost incorporated into the confcrcncc's 
final declaration of nations. Following the II 
Scptembcr lerrorist attJeks in the US, widespread 

rumors surf.!ccd throughout the Arab world 
insisting the \iolence was part of "a ",·orkhide 
Jewish conspiracy." Anti· lsrael scmimcnls wcrt 

a1so expressed in the Wcstcm world \\;th assertions 
that the US had becn targeted bc:causc of iu 
continuous support for Israel. 

Concurrem with thesc recent events, the 
subject of the Holocaust-which has peaked in 
public interest in the pasl dccad~has emergcd 
for the most part as a platform for anti·raeist 
objccti\"C$, but ocruionally as a tool to furthcr 
poIitiaJ aims. 

'Today we are encountering It!e masIt d a 'new 

antisemitism'-a combination ot classic 

anlisem~ism and that 0' Bin laden and 

fundamentalist Islam; says Israel's Deputy 

Foreign Minister 0' Affairs, Rabbi Michael 

Melchior, 

Tad VaIhtm JfnllIIltm discussed uxiJy 's kcy 
trends in relation to the Holocaust and 
antisemitism y,ith loor leading specialists; Deputy 



Minister ofFordgn AfF.r.irs for the State of lSf:leI, 
R.3bbi ~lieh~eI Melchior, Dirroor of the Stephen 
R.oth Institute for the Study of Contemporary 
Antisemitism and R.3cism at Tel-Aviv Unil'ersiry, 
Professor Dina Porat; Academic Advisor at Yad 
Vashem's International Insti tute for Holocaust 
Rc:scarrh, Profl$SOT l$/':lel Gutman; and Chairman 
of the Yad V:lShem Directorate, AI'ller ShalC\·. 

For sel'eral decades, the memory of the 
Holocaust ~~ used as grounds [0 aid and prot:cct 
the Stlte of brad as wdl as Je .... 'S world .... ·ide. 
Rc:cently, the term HDfDlIINlt has expanded to 
include multiple contexts, among them those that 
condemn me Jewish people and the Stne oflsracl. 

According to Pont, "the meaning and starus 
of the Hokaust howe changed in the laM dcadc: 
001 '" m"", IOnl< JNish p<Opk (and Im(. bUl 
for other countries and peoples. Today, the 
Holocaust serns mainly as a cultural code of 
education, dcmocr.u:y against f;lSCism, protection 
ofhurtWI rights, and an ult:imate S)111bol of suflCring.. 

"In DurblIl the Holocaust ..... as blat2ntly used 
as such a symbol ..... hcn Y.lJ"ious stile r-cprcstntl.til'~ 
stressed that the conference declaration should 
not indicate 'do not forgel the HofDliIIlJI,' but 
rather ' do nOI forgel all /JoiDtRum ... ' This 
phenomenon ..... as also apparent in ho ..... demands 

for wmpensation for 
slal'ery were based on 
the model of 
Holocaust surl'il'or 
claims. The centnliry 
of the HoIocallSl: loeb)' 

as parI of the greater 
world culture crc:ates 
a reality in which 
anrone can usc the 
Holocaust for his ()\\'ll 
interests-be they Pr.{mw inti GIIJllIlIt 

educational, political, democratic gmls, or n'en 
unforrunne~', anti- Isndi propaganda." 

Gutnun detects an aplicit danger in appI)ing 
Holocaust terminology to unrdated contexts: 
"(Thc:sc recent app6cations) arc altempts to lie ..... 
the Holoaust as one of many C\'tItts that occurred 
ol'er many generations, rather than a unique 
phenomenon of antisemitism and persecution 
against Je ..... s. People an: [tying to exploit C'o'cnts 
like the Israeli! Arab connict and manipulate the 
historical t3crs. We must rellKmber, though, that 
the Holocaust was dlilization's betray.1I orthc 
Jews. Something like this had nmr happened to 
any other nation, at least not without a di reci 
connict triggering it." 

• 
It ..... as J1OI: the phrasing ofthc term Hl1loaum 

nor the issue of compensation, bUl rather the anti­
Zionist, anti-Israel street demonstrations in Durban 
that drew media attention. Demonstrators 
distributed T-shirts and flyers wi th antisemitic 
mCSSJges and held signs with slogans such as: 
"Zionism .. Racism'" aOO "1m the ~ StIle." 

According to Melchior: " In Durban an)' 
remaining delineation ber ..... ccn Jews, lsraelis,:and 
Zionists \'anishcd ... [The antiscmitesJ beoo'e we 
arc all made of 11K $WlC flcsh., and they wam to 
injun: us~. ()n(: hWldm:i;and mty-thrtt countries 
were represented at Durban. They all aru.cked 
Israel alone, instead of dealing with the critical 
issues:ll"QUl\d .... ·hich 11K conftrcnce was meant [0 

be Ins<d." 
Gutnun lim'S thoc occurrtnCes as a ..... arning 

sign: "A rc:newed antisemitic amp.aign has been 
launched in which IIKre is an ancmptto ~ttach a 
~ charmer;and dimension. The preparations 
for 11K OUtbID conference as well as the hushed 
whispers and blaDnt propaganda regarding the 
II September disaster were attempts to m;l'c the 
bar!»ric cruelty nidenced during the peaks or 
antisemitism and apply it to human dikmmas 
which require human solutions." 

In Shalcv's opinion: "There is nOI a shadow 
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of doubt that these rumors and expressions arc 
based on thc samc basic antisemitic \'iews and 
legends outli[l(d in 1bt Protl)(oiJ (Jftht EMm of 
Zioll, .. In [he 19905, the [instigating] parties 
wamed to divert the historical discussion in 
Holocaust resurch to marginal factors, thus 
escaping the most fundamental causal clement 
of the Holocaust-antisemitism." 

Pont also beliC\'CS that antisemitism is at thr: 
foundation of the rumors and incitement against 
Israd: "We at the Stcphen Roth Institutc for 
thc Study of ConTemporary Antisemitism and 
Racism at Td A ... iv Uni\'crsity, do nOT sec a 
renewal in tht' Jewish conspiracy theory. Indeed, 
it has been :tIi\'(: and acti\'e for many yeus, 
Currently, other than Holocaust denial, the 
conspiracy theory is the main tool used for 
antisemitism. II is constantly pr~m, howC\'er 
ahers its form, as t' ... idenct'd most recently 
with these [a nti- Israel] rumors ... The 
Durban confcrence 
participants' 
willingness to 
condemn Israel 
alone, deri\'ed 
largely from 
antisemitic 
foundat.ions. but W2S 
also precipiuted by 
oil, political , and 
«ooomic interests," 

E"en when 
considering these PmftSSDr Dina Pqrat 

political! eCOl\Omic 
imtrt'Sts, many were surprised by Europe:m 
n=prtsentati\'e5 and NGOs support of anti-Zionist 
and antisemitic ideas. 

Anempting to explain these unforesecn 
reactions Shale ... comments: "Follo\\ing many 
)tlJ'S of supptt:SSion, silence, and denial in \'2rious 
European countries, the Holocaust was finally 
confronted in recent times. This confrontation 
resulted in 1113Il)' opposing ftclings, O[l( reaction 
in Europe was to \1eW it as part of a heahhy 
process of coping \lith the p2St, while adopting 
modem, democratic values, In Wcstern Europe, 
though, this process was accompanied by right­
wing radicalism,:m increase in anrisemirism, and 
a [l(W wa\'c--;ccping beneath the surfacc----tmt 
fried to allay the guitt of the murderers, 
colbborators, and others who stood idly by 
during tht: HolocauSt. 

"This new wave has resulted in extreme 
criticism and unbal~nced media cov~rage of 
Israel, as well as the empowerment of traditional 
anrisemiric forces, Of COUISC, Arab fundamentalist 
propaganda has also aided this new wa\'e in 
tWO main ways: Holocaust denial and the 
use of Holocaust [~rminology against Israel. 
Antisemitism was mainly an ~1nCS$ of Christian 
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society, Now, due to 
the Israeli -Arab 
conflict, it plagues 

""" ofblam< society 
too." 

Gunnan supports 
this view: "The 
mu r d~ r of the 
European Jews was 
not an act of one 
Hitler, but was 
possible onl)· in a 
Europe seized by anti-Jewish ideas, It could not 

hm Ixen o:ecuted without those enthused by 
the spirit of Nazism and \\ithout the people's 
silent acttptana: and----toa cenam enent_iU." 

"In e\'ery generation antisemitism wean a 
diffc:rc:nt mask. so as to hide its ugly bee, Today 
11't' are encountering the mask. of a 'new 
antisemitism,' wruch is a combination of classic 
antisemitism and that of Bin Laden and 
fundamenralist Isl:lJll," says Melchior. 

This being the case, what can be OO[l( today 
to combat this 'new antisemitism~' Should it Ilt 
confronted in new, innovative \I';l)'s or should 
the current educational and public relations 
apparatuseS continue to bc used! 

'We do not need 10 emerge kom the recent 
e,ents feelinglhe whole world ~ against us; 

Ihis is unproductive and erron .. u~· states 

Dina Pora~ Direclor of Ihe Slephen Rolh 
Insl~ule for Ihe Siudy of Conlemporary 

Antisemitism and Racism. 

Porat bdiC\·es "we do not need to emerge 
from the recem C\'enu feding the .... -hole world 
is against us; this is unproductive and erroneous. 
There have also been some very positive events 
lately, such as the Pope's visit to Israel, the 
Stockholm Conference, Ining's loss in the lilltl 
case Imming a w..1ory ~'Cr Holocaust deniers], 

, . r.-- '" 
"1'\1'1]11 j' ,,--
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,\P\I~!Ii!I! 

and the final declaration of nations at tht: Durban 
conf~rence [omitting all antisemitic, anti-Israd 
refnences]. Wc must, howe\'er, increase the 
numbcr of public rebtions emissaries and ensure 
that me)' directly access the Luge media networks, 

"I bclie\'e there is ..... id~ suppon for Israd 
and a dcepc:r undersranding of the Muslim world, 
especialty after II September. Educational 
programs on antisemitism do not need to be 
expanded in places lik.e Yad Vashem. Such 
institutions should focus on soliciting suppon, 
explaining the State's position, and presenting 
a proportionate outlook on the a.urrnt siruaDoo," 

Shale ... o:plains Yad Vashem '5 pcrspecti\'e 
following the recent ,,'cots: "Yad Vashcm 
continues to strengthen the bodies fighting 
antisemitism by pro\iding accuratc Holocaust 
materials and current research. In addition, we 
are preparing educational tools and explanalOry 
acti\lities in conjunction with Israel's Foreign 
Ministry of Affairs so as to effectively deal with 
the recent events," 

Melchior argues that new ways must be 
found to cope \lith the situation: "The c\-ents 
that preaded and took plac~ :I.t the Durban 
conference tc:\'eaIed a DCW type of antisemitism 
which requires a new approach. Therefon:, we 
reinst.lled the activities of the Forum for thc 
Coordination of the Struggle Against 
Antisc:mitism which I tm'C the honorofhcading .. , 
and esrablished a small response: te:lJll, Also, we 
set up an international forum of welt-mown 
figures who beliC\'e thc danger of antisemitism 
is a d.angcr to democratic society as a whole, 
and are willing to harness thcmsell'cs 10 action 
on the educational, public relations, and legal 
IC\'ds, .. The antisemites do nOt rcst for a single 
moment; we cannot afford to either." 

1kre arc l'ilrious ways of addressing the recent 
events, whose long-ranging implications 
are )'Ct to be determined, Perhaps Gutman sums 
it up most dfeuively \\ith his suggestion: "I do 
not mow whc=ther it is necessary 10 ring all the 
bcJls right away, Neo.'ertheles:s, it is important that 
we identif}' the sources of the hatred, are aware of 
the Iics, and are alcned to the potential I for C\il J 
that isensconcrd in the Iatot \I"a\~ci antisemitism," 


