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Veronica Zer (née Rudas) last saw her second 
cousin Lili Reiter in 1945 when she returned 
to Hungary after surviving Auschwitz, where 
her mother and younger sister had perished. 
The two cousins lost touch with one another 
soon after, when they went their separate ways 
to rebuild their lives. 

This summer, volunteers from Yad Vashem’s 
Shoah Victims’ Names Recovery Project went 
to help survivors at the Bayit B’Lev nursing 
home in Jerusalem fill out Pages of Testimony 
commemorating their loved ones killed in 
the Holocaust. Zer, 81, told the staff that she 
wished to fill out Pages for her cousins from the 
Reiter family. Searching the Central Database 
of Shoah Victims’ Names, they discovered that 

Livia Prince, formerly Lili Reiter, had filled out 
Pages of Testimony for her parents, Viktor and 
Iren, and for her sister, Agnes, in 2006. The 
volunteers showed the Pages of Testimony 
to Zer, who was overjoyed to discover her 
cousin’s address in Toronto. The two spoke 
by phone soon after. 

In November, Livia Prince flew from 
Toronto to Israel to meet her cousin. Holding 
hands, they visited Yad Vashem’s Hall of 
Names, Hall of Remembrance and Valley of 
the Communities, where they lit a memorial 
candle. “For me, this is closure,” Livia said. 
“Not that there will ever be complete closure… 
but this is our history, and now we have to 
talk about it, and fast.”

Survivors Veronica Zer of Jerusalem (left) and Livia 
Prince of Toronto in the Valley of the Communities. 
The two cousins last saw each other in 1945.

Since the Holocaust History Museum was 
inaugurated in 2005, survivors and individuals 
have come forward and identified themselves, 
their relatives and their acquaintances in the 
photographs on display. In keeping with Yad 
Vashem’s philosophy of telling the story of 
the individual victim and redeeming their 
identities, this new site restores the names of 
those previously anonymous people, including 

multiple identifications.

The songs created during the Holocaust in 
the ghettos, camps and partisan groups tell the 
stories of individuals, groups and communities; 
they were a source of unity and comfort, and 
later, of documentation and remembrance. 

This online exhibition features twenty songs 
from the Yad Vashem archives all in the original 
Yiddish, including street entertainment of the 
Lodz and Kovno ghettos, professional popular 
music culture of the Yiddish theater in the Vilna 
Ghetto, and songs of the Vilna partisans. The 
prophetic song “Es Brent” (Our Town Burns), 
performed in the ghettos and camps, is also 
featured, as well as two songs written after the 
Holocaust that portray the mood and ideology 
of the survivors. 

On the eve of WWII, 512 Jewish families 
– 1,900 people – lived in Trzebinia, Poland, a 
community bubbling with Chassidic life and 
Torah learning, Zionism and a pioneering 
spirit, political parties and youth movements. 
After the war, only 270 Jews from Trzebinia 
remained alive.

“19 km from Auschwitz” is the first in a 
series of exhibitions that will focus on lesser 

known communities: their world before the 
Holocaust, their fate during the war years, 
and the subsequent efforts to remember and 
commemorate the communities and those 
who perished.

The author is Director of Yad Vashem’s Internet 
Department.


