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USA 
■  Yad Vashem Benefactors Marilyn and Barry 
Rubenstein have decided to fund seminars for 
IDF soldiers and officers at Yad Vashem. In 
2005, the Rubenstein family from New York 
dedicated Yad Vashem's Synagogue, which is also 
a memorial to the synagogues in Eastern Europe 
destroyed in the Holocaust.al. "No Child's 

■	 Yad Vashem Builders Jan and Andy 
Groveman (right) enjoyed a personalized tour 
of the Museum of Holocaust Art during their 
visit to Yad Vashem. They were guided by art 
curator Eliad Moreh-Rosenberg (left).

■	 On 24 July, Yad Vashem was honored to 
host its dear Friend Sid Ferenc (second from 
right), together with his fiancée and cousin. 
During their visit, Managing Director of the 
International Relations Division Shaya Ben 
Yehuda (right) showed them several documents 
and artifacts that shed light on the personal 
story of the Shoah.

■	 Yad Vashem Supporters Mark Moskowitz 
and his mother Rose Moskowitz came with 
their extended family for a special tour of 
the campus. The family was marking the first 
yahrzeit of Rose’s husband and Mark’s father 
Henry, a Holocaust survivor who passed away 
last year aged 102.

■	 Danielle and Harry Karten and family 
celebrated the bar mitzvah of their son, Yonatan, 
at Yad Vashem. The ceremony was held at the 
Partisans’ Panorama, which was endowed by 
Harry’s parents Julia and Isidore Karten z”l. The 
Panorama overlooks the Jerusalem forest as well 
as Yad Vashem’s Valley of the Communities.

■	 Alan Levin of Houston, Texas (right) toured 
Yad Vashem and met with Chairman of the 
Directorate Avner Shalev.   

■  Hollywood Producer Branko Lustig (right) 
viewed Yad Vashem's "No Child's Play" exhibition 
in Zagreb last April.

Lustig, a Holocaust survivor and a two-time 
Academy Award winner (for the films Schindler's 
List and Gladiator), is the Honorary President 
of Zagreb's annual Jewish Film Festival. "No 
Child's Play" was displayed at the Festival last 
April, at the request of Branko Lustig, who also 
produced the films Sophie's Choice, Winds of 
War and War and Remembrance.

■	 Bobbie and Lew Frankfort took part in an 
emotional tour of Yad Vashem, together with 
their daughter Alana. 

CANADA
■   On 12 August, the Canadian Society for 
Yad Vashem launched its “Founding Pillars” 
Campaign at the home of National Chair Fran 
Sonshine (second from left) and her husband, 
Ed (center), the Society's first Founding Pillars. 
The Founding Pillars are the Canadian Society’s 
top gift division, providing essential leadership 
in its mission to remember the past and shape 
a better future in Canada.
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Guests of honor at the launch included 
Deputy Director of Yad Vashem’s Museums 
Division and Senior Art Curator Yehudit 
Shendar (second from right), who enlightened 
the group about the Carol Deutsch portfolio, 
and Consul General of Israel in Toronto and 
Western Canada Amir R. Gissin (right), who 
delivered greetings on behalf of the State of 
Israel. During the evening, Fran Sonshine 
presented Yad Vashem's worldwide initiatives 
and the Society's Mission to over 55 Pillars and 
guests and, together with Executive Director 
of the Canadian Society Yaron Ashkenazi 
(left), presented the Society's Founding Pillars 
with a numbered replica of the Carol Deutsch 
portfolio.

■   Founding Pillar Harry J.F. Bloomfield, Q.C. 
of Montreal (left) accepted a Carol Deutsch 
portfolio from Yehudit Shendar and Yaron 
Ashkenazi, on behalf of the Eldee Foundation 
and the Bloomfield family.

■  At a parlor meeting in Ottawa, kindly 
organized by Dr. Norman Barwin and hosted 
by Tova Clark, the Carol Deutsch portfolio was 
exhibited and presented in detail. Ambassador 
of Israel to Canada H.E. Mrs. Miriam Ziv 
delivered greetings on behalf of the State of 
Israel. Pictured, left to right: Yaron Ashkenazi, 
Yehudit Shendar, Alan Rackow, Lilyan Philipp, 
Tova Clark, Dr. Erwin Koranyi, Dr. Norman 
Barwin, The Hon. David Kilgour, J.D., H.E. 
Ambassador Miriam Ziv, Truda Rosenberg, 
Phylis Rackow

■	 Yad Vashem Supporters Craig Guttmann 
and Sean Guttmann came from Toronto with 
their wives Esther and Julia for a moving visit 
in July. During their tour, they visited the Hall 
of Names with their guide Hazy Flint. 

UK
■	 Raymond Dinkin (left), Lady Davies and 
UK Trade Minister Lord Mervyn Davies of 
Abersoch and Anita Bruce Dinkin (right) 
of London toured Yad Vashem in the early 
summer.

■	 Yad Vashem Builders Leon Schaller and his 
late wife Freda, z”l, endowed a classroom in the 
International School for Holocaust Studies. Leon, 
his son Clive Schaller and other children and 
grandchildren toured the Yad Vashem campus 
in July. 

■	 Debra and Michael Ziff of West Yorkshire 
came for a moving tour of Yad Vashem with their 
two sons in August, which included a special 
presentation in the Archives. They also viewed 
the plaque recognizing the generous support 
of Debra’s late father Dr. Heinz E. Samson, 
z"l and his widow Editha, new Yad Vashem 
Benefactors (see p. 18).

■    Richard Branson (front left), founder and 
chairman of the Virgin Group, and Jeff Skoll 
(front right), first president of eBay, toured 
Yad Vashem in August 2009, accompanied 
by David Metzler, Director of Yad Vashem's 
English Desk.  

AUSTRALIA
■   In August, Solomon and Rosie Lew (center) 
of Melbourne came for a special tour of the 
Holocaust History Museum, guided by Director 
of the English Desk David Metzler (left). They 
were greeted by Yad Vashem Chairman Avner 
Shalev (right).
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■   During the visit of the Australia-Israel 
Leadership forum in June, Peter Ivany of Sydney 
(pictured with his wife, Sharon) discovered his 
own father, Alexander Israel Ivany, in this 
photograph in the Holocaust History Museum. 
His father was 19 years old when this photo was 
taken and had recently arrived at Auschwitz. 
He survived there for ten-and-a-half months 
without ever having his spirits broken by the 
perpetrators.  

■	 The Sydney Jewish Museum Mission to 
Israel came for a tailor-made two-day visit to 
Yad Vashem in July after having visited some 
of the authentic Holocaust sites in Europe. 

Left to right: Immediate Past-President of 
the Sydney Jewish Museum and supporter of 
Yad Vashem John Roth; Resident Historian at 
the Sydney Jewish Museum and member of the 
Advisory Committee of Yad Vashem’s Gandel 
Holocaust Studies Program for Australian 
Educators, Emeritus Professor Konrad Kwiet; 
Deputy Director of the International Relations 
Division Sari Granitza

Christian Desk
■  The Christian Friends of Yad Vashem 
in Germany made a contribution to the 
International School for Holocaust Studies, which 
will enable a seminar for Christian leaders to 
take place in 2010. The donation was received 
through the German branch of the International 
Christian Embassy Jerusalem (ICEJ). 

Left to right: ICEJ Executive Director Rev. 
Malcolm Hedding; Director of the Christian 
Friends of Yad Vashem Dr. Susanna Kokkonen; 
ICEJ International Director Dr. Jurgen Buhler; 
Chairman of the Yad Vashem Directorate Avner 
Shalev; Director of the International School 
for Holocaust Studies Dorit Novak; Managing 
Director of the International Relations Division 
Shaya Ben Yehuda

■  “Grafted,” the young adults’ division of the 
International Christian Embassy Jerusalem (ICEJ), 
spent a full day of activities at Yad Vashem. The 
group adopted two trees planted in honor of 
Righteous Among the Nations Hermann Maas 
and Cornelia Gerhardina Blaauw.

Pictured: Group leaders Bram and Liesl Maas 
and Rami Lehtola, with Director of the Christian 
Friends of Yad Vashem Dr. Susanna Kokkonen 
(bottom, right), and group members 

Diaspora Affairs Desk
■   Ada Todd (fourth from left) and Victoria 
and Alexander Kirzhnev (fourth and fifth from 
right) visited Yad Vashem with their friends in 
June. They attended a wreath-laying ceremony 

in the Hall of Remembrance in memory of 
of Ada Todd’s parents, Yaakov and Klara 
Bekker z”l.

■   Leaders of the Jewish Community of St. 
Petersburg, Mark Grubarg and Evgeniy Kupsin, 
laid a wreath during the official Holocaust 
Remembrance Day Ceremony at Yad Vashem. 

■   On 21 July, Yad Vashem Friend and member of 
the Ukrainian Society for Yad Vashem Leonid 
Leonov came for a visit. He was accompanied by 
Dina Maslova of the Diaspora Affairs Desk.

SPAIN
■   Clara and León Benelbas (center) and Belén 
and José Benarroch (right) were accompanied 
by Director of the Iberoamerican, Spanish and 
Portuguese Desk Perla Hazan (left) during their 
visit to Yad Vashem.
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ARGENTINA
■   Dora Zitno (center) was accompanied by 
her family and Chairman of the Yad Vashem 
Council Rabbi Israel Meir Lau (second from 
right) and Chairman of the Directorate Avner 
Shalev (right) during the unveiling of the 
plaques in memory of members of her family 
that perished in the Holocaust. 

VENEZUELA
■	 Alberto Galsky (center) and his children, 
Ashley and Eithan (second and third from 
right), were accompanied by Director of the 
Iberoamerican, Spanish and Portuguese Desk 
Perla Hazan (right) during the unveiling of a 
plaque in their honor. 

■	 Roberto Fogel (third from right) and his 
family were accompanied by Perla Hazan and 
Mauricio Hazan (left) during the unveiling of 
a plaque in their honor.

■	 During her visit to Yad Vashem, Nira Meir 
Strasberg (second from right), her daughter 
Mary and granddaughter Alexandra (left) were 
accompanied by Chairman of the Yad Vashem 
Directorate Avner Shalev and Perla Hazan. 

MEXICO
■	 Sara and Rolando Uziel (second and third 
from right) visited Yad Vashem with their friends 
Elena and Roberto Kucinski (left), accompanied 
by Director of the Iberoamerican, Spanish and 
Portuguese Desk Perla Hazan (right). 

Ruth and Salomón Marcuschamer (right) 
attended a ceremony at the Synagogue in 
their honor with Minister Yossi Peled (left), 
Perla Hazan (second from left), and Avner 
Shalev (center).

■  Yad Vashem Benefactors Jane and Isaac 
Ladelsky visited Yad Vashem.

Yad Vashem Needs Your Support! 
In these difficult times of financial uncertainty 
and a worrying rise in antisemitism around the 
world, Yad Vashem is redoubling its efforts to 
commemorate the Holocaust, disseminate its 
universal implications and strengthen Jewish 
continuity. Yad Vashem is deeply grateful for 
your generosity in supporting its vital work, 
and welcomes both new friends and established 
supporters as partners in our shared mission.

■	 To make tax deductible donations: 
USA: American Society for Yad Vashem
500 Fifth Avenue, 42nd Floor   
New York, NY 10110
Tel: 1-800-310-7495 or 1-212-220-4304

	 CANADA: Canadian Society for Yad Vashem
	 970 Lawrence Avenue West, Suite 211

Toronto, ONT M6A 3B6
Tel:1-416-785-1333

	 UK: British Friends of Yad Vashem
6 Bloomsbury Square
London, WC1A 2LP
Tel: 020-7543-5402 

■  For information on societies in other 
countries, or to donate online, please visit:  
www.yadvashem.org and click on “Donate 
Now.” 

Donations may also be sent to: 
International Relations Division, Yad Vashem,  
PO Box 3477, Jerusalem 91034, Israel.
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From Rupture to Continuity
The Third National Teachers’ Conference (pp. 4-5)




