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iSIaTY is like a three-dimensional 
tapestry, in which each thread and 
c:lch stitch is crucial to the 
conslrUction of the whol<. It is me 

matrix of the yean, months, days, hours, and 
minutes, combined with me geographic 

and UK myriad ofindi\idu,ili .... ilo look 
in events, that comprise the history of the 

Holocaust. 
If we tili OO!: point in time and one specific 

place in the history oflhc HoIocaust,:lIld look 
at it through the prism of the diITmnt kinds of 

of EinJllf"..io",mll"d, 2 (a subunit of the SS 
mobile killing unit, Eimat;§ruppt A). \lith the 
help oflocal Lmian unils. AI the cnd ofthc 
rampage , not the first 10 hit the Jewish 
communiry that had nurobert<! 7,000 prior 10 

the German occupnion, only some 800 Jews 
n:maincd alive. This account, gleaned from 
multiple primary sources, appears in both the: 
£"l,c/optdil of tb, Hol,eRNsr and Pid/II 
Hdtbillbt uUW/I Vt-ESfIIIfUl. 

It is primarily from German sources from 
the WWl1 that we know about the Insic 
facts of the Decembt:r Liepaja murder. From 
the ongoing of EinSIH=6rNpptn 
Rtp6rts, known as the Ertignismtfdung (in this 
casc report number 155 dated 14 January 1942), 

, 

we learn that the murder in Utpaja occurmi as 
a fC5Uit of efforts that were bt:ing made at the 
time "to purge the Easl:ern Territory [induding 
Latvia] of Jews as completely as possible 
[through ] Iarge-scalc shootings," Since tht'St 
reports were distributed to some 65 
different in this we kno'" that 
quite a numbt:r of Nazi officials were a"'are of 

aar.ities. 
From a slightlr ear\ier report issued on 31 

1941 br ,he commander of the 
Security Police unit based in Liepaja, Dr, Fritz 
Dietrich, we arc informed that 2,731 Jews and 
23 communists were "'executed" theT(: during 
the Decembt:r Ilktion. Another repon issued by 
Dietrich on 3 January 1942 offered a misc=d 

ssem In e 
aVllilable documentation, we an get a feci for 
the complexity involved. We can bt:gin to 5(:e 
why thc coIkction, a.uIoguing, and cIassilia.tion 
of various sources is cenrral to our abili ty to 
construct a broad historia.! namti\"e that allows 
us to glean insights about the itstlf 
Yet, as students of history, we remain acutel), 
awart dun the sum of aU a"ailable source material 
still amounts 10 mere fi'agnlCms., and the complete 
historical truth or tapestry is irretrievable, 

When we look at the picture that is al'ailable 
to us, it is unquestionable that 1941 was a 
lI'atershed )'car in 1m: history of the Holocaust. 
h 1I'tS during that year that the Nazis and their 
coll3bontors emOOkcd upon the mass, S)'Slenutic 

destruction of the Jell'$ and turned it into a 
guiding policy ofthdr regime, following the 
Nazi inl':lSion of the So\iet Union. The first ""'0 
weeks ofDccemhcr wert laden 111th (vents thaI 
would deeply affect the Jew5 ofEuropc: Amrria 
enlered Ihe WH, Chclmno-the first 
extermination camp-began to opcr.m, and 
Hitler clearly spoke about the inclusion of all 
Jell's within the Final Solution. For lhe JCII'S of 
Liepaja, Latvia, this JlCriod would also pro\'e 
dccisivc. 

On 13 December 1941, the Nazis ordered 
the Jews of to remain in their homes for 
the folJoll1ng few days. From 14-16 December, 
OI'er 2,700 JC\\'S were taken to the nearby fishing 
village ofSkede, where they were shot by units 
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figure: of2,749lOr the numbttofJt"Aish victims. 
Both Kports indicated that the murder of the 
Jews was being widely discussed by the local 
population, but that Dietrich .... 'as dis:s:nis&d with 
the populace's lack of enthusiasm for the dtioll. 

An 3dditionalsource ofinfomu.tion aOOm 
the murder of Jews at Liep3j3 comes from 
postwar trials. In J3nuary 1968 a coun in 
HannIY.cr, Germany issued an indictment against 
SC\'eraJ members of Eilllllr.:.kOIllIllQ""" 2. The 
summaries of witness statements-Jewish 
SUf\'ivors from Liepaja and German naval 
personncl who had been mtioned in the coastal 
fishing village of Skede-shed more light on 
the murder. From these witness statements we 
learn of the role of the local Latvian units 

attached to the SO (the intelligence departrntnt 
or Security Senice of the SS), who rounded up 
and guarded the J!"ish victims. Members of 
these units often beat the Jews, pbccd them on 
trucks and tnnsported them to Skede, and then 
took part in !he shootings. From the summaries 
of the tcstimoni($ of the In\ish sunivon, we 
!carn that before they were put on the trucks, 
Jews were herded into the iarg($t prison in 
U'1"ja. 

While Nazi records generally prol;de the 
dry, factual accounts of the events, Jewish 
personal testimonies supplement the mechanical 
details with the experiences and emotions of 
"",;.I ... )"", thcid,milio, md In<nds. &.ml 
unpublished testimonies cxist in Yad Vashem's 
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Archi\'(S regarding the 
murdcrofUcpaja Jt"A'5 in 
December 1941. 
such 3ccoum is that of 
Fanny Krasner, recorded 
in 1981. Like the 
witnesses at the !rial , 
Krasner also spoke about 
the prison, tht complicity 
of the Latvians, and the 
transports aboard trucks. 
HowC\'er, in her accoum 
she also rtl.ned the dr.um 
that led to her surviV11 
and ilJustrllted the moral 
dilemnw usOOated .... ith 
rescue in the comext of 
w Holocaust. 
W:I.S being held in the 
liq>aja prison, a ~rman 
called out her name and 
IOld her she w~s 10 be 
released, for reasons she 
could not disccrn . 
Having becn brought to 
the prison "ith her F.lIl1i/y, 
including her mother, her 
sinus, her grandfather, 
her au nt and some 
cousins, Knsner declared 
she wou ld not leave 

without her mother and sistus. The German 
curtly told hu she could ul.e them with her. 
Krasner rccaIIcd!he cold, snow-laden air outside 
upon b.\ing the confines oftiK prison with her 
mother and sistus. The rest of her family, 
howt'\'(f, Knuincd behind and "'as murdcrttl in 
Skak. Through ba testimony, .... ~ em sense both 
her courage and daring at g\mg her mother and 
sistm, and her confusion and pain regarding the 
fue of the resI of her family. 

The murders at Li~ja art among the fn\' 
for which phmograph documenution elists. 
As source material, these photographs hal'e an 
immeasurable impact; they gil'e a human 
dimension 10 historical fact, and faces 10 the 
victims, as well as the perpetralOrs. The 

istofy 
photographs m'Ca! aspens of suffering and fear, 
and allow us to intimately connect with the 
11crims on the precipice of their death. 

In S(veral of the pictures, we can see the 
Jew'S "'airing at tiK murder site with their "mter 
coats and in others they appear to be shivering 
in the cold, recalling Krasner's testimony of the 
"cold, snow·laden air." Yet othen show the 
dead who were shot and fe ll into previously 
prepared pits. 

The photographer, HQJ4PtJthttr[udJrtr Karl 
Strod, was a SD officer in Liepaja. This 
information, along with the names of Latvians 
who took part in the drion, comes from 
interrogations carried out by the KGB shortly 
aner the territory was retaken by the Smiets. 
Fum footage also exists for an earlier Qttitm in 
uepaja thaI tool. place in August 1941 . 

In the database of the Hall ofNamcs, Yad 
Vashcm has OI'er 2,200 Pages ofTcstimony for 
Jews from Liepaja-over one third of all the 
lictims from the tov,lI. Not all of them died in 
the December dtitm, btl! many did. The Pages 
ofTcstirnonyart enrcmc/y important for gr.ing 
us a sense of who was tilled, what uanspiKd, 
and what was lost during those awful days of 
December 1941. They help remind us that 
each of the more than 2,700 \;ctims murdeKd 
in Liep3j3 in mid-December 1941 , Iil::e all the 
\ictims of the Holocaust, represents a lost wood. 
TItrt u/" is /., DilTfur.j'tiIt lim" 
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Eclipse of Humanity: A Multimedia Program on the History of the Shoah 

E 
t1ip1t of HlimnniIJis a one of a kind, comprehensive 
multimedia prognm ttut prO'Ii!ks a complete historicd 
account of the Ho!oo.ust ~ginning \\ith Jewish life 
bcfurt the war and culmiluring with thc Fmal SoIUDon. 

The 2 CD· ROM K! includ(s photographs, :authentic 
documents, and hundrtds of encyclopedic entries from the 
period, as wdl as testimonies of Holocaust suo'j\"Or5, worts of 
3rt, and current articles on the subject. 

Also included in the program arc a variety of materials 
from the Yad Vuhcrn Archivcs: some 450 photographs, 500 
documents tr.msIat~-d from SI:\'(raJ languages, 670 lexicon entries, 
a timclinc cOI'ering Ol'(r 350 e"cnts annotated \\~th pictures 
and explanations, interact;"c maps, and ol'er 500 :lJ'ticit'S. 
To order Ellipse of HumaPlilJ contact: 

The International School for Holocaust Srudies 
P.O.B 3477, Jerusakm. 91034 
Telephone: 972·2·6443624 
Fax: 972-2·6443623 
(-mail: cduation.saIcsO..3d\.ashcm.org.i] 
www.yad\'ashcm.org 

U 
SSecrcury ofStue, Colin POIIo"dl, \isitcd Yad 
Vashon on 25 February \\~ ~ laid a \\Tt:Uh 
in the H311 of Rl::membnnce, rekindled the 
mmal fbme. and toured the Children's 

Memorial. When signing the \u itors' book, Powell 
commented on his cxJl(rience at Yad Vashem: '" am 
deeply touched by this memori31_ , lene with the 
inspiration it gi\'C:s all of us that we must n(':er forget, 
and always remember the spirit of those who Jl(rished 
during those terrible times." 

Symposium on Jews in Underground 
Movements 

A 
symposium, marking the publication of Hitting BtlCk: All Aumian ic", in 
rllf French Rrsiltance, by DoU)' Steindling was held on 9 January at Yad 
Vashem's International School for Holocaust Studies on the topic or "Jews 
in Anti ·Nazi Underground Movements-Resistance or Jews or Jewish 

Rt.'sistance?" 
The symposium, organized by the Internation31 Institute ror Holocaust Resemh 

and held in the presence of Fini Stcindling; daughter, Susanna Steindling; and Danek 
Gertner oJl(ned with a speech by Chairman of the Yad Vashem Directorate, Arner 
Sh31ev. In his address Shain' described Steindling's book as"a sensitive, humane story 
in which the aUlhor c:a.ptures the feelings he experienced when he was captured by the 
Gestapo, when he suecccded in escaping WUt, and when he returned, wounded, to 
partake in further actr.ities of the underground." 

Susanna Stcindiing, the author's dlughter, expwdcd on her father's personality and 
commented upon his connection to Judaism. 

Spcilirs at the s)1nposium included Professor David Rankier, Head of the Intcnurion.ll 
Institute for Holocaust Research; Haim AI'ni, Professor at the Hebrew University; 
Professor D;lfJ Mkhman, ChicfHistorim ofYad Vashem; and Renee Poznanski, Profcs.sor 
at the Ben Gurian University. 

The ma;onty of the lectures rc\"Ol\-ed around the central question of establishing a 
cri terion for defining Jewish resistancc. Should the designation be limited~' to actilities 
that were Glrried OUt by Je\\'s who fought for Je\\ish goals, ego participating in the ghetto 
uprising, saling Jewish Jivcs, enlisting in Je\lish units of the Partisan resistance, etc.? Or, 
should this definition includc Jewish fighters who fought within general national 
frame\\'orks not aimed direct!)' towards Je\\ish goals? 

Other subjects discussed in (he symposium included the history of Belgian Jewry 
during the Holocaust-3 formatil'e chapter in Steindling's book-and }t:wish underground 
3Ctil;ties in Francc lI;thin the I'arious frameworks of the resistance. 



In Pursuit of Remembrance 
Holocaust Memorial Day: 27 January 2001 
by lisa Davidson 

T he)'m 200] nurud the adoption of27 January as the fim annual 
HoIoa.ust Memoriallhy in the United Kingdom and in Italy, in 
recognition of the anni\'ersary of the liberation of Auschwitz. 
Britain's first HoIoo.ust Memorial Day was marked by an official 

ceremony at Westminster attended by HRH the Prince ofWalcs; Prime 
Minister Tony Blair; British Chld'Rabbi, Jonathan Sads; political and rcligious 
leaders; SU1\;\,OI'5; and Righteous Among the Nations. The cerernon)' W2S 

broadcast live by the BBC. Throughout the country many other ceremonies 
and specially dedicated school acti\1ries were also held. 

In hal)', President Carlo Ciampi condemned Italr's role during the 
Holocaust , stating that Ihe racial laws upheld by Mussolini betrayed the 
founding principles of the COUnt!')·. Exhibitions, programs, Sl:hool assemblies, 
and man)' other memorial ewnts tOO~ place throughoUi the countr), and in 
"·Iilan and Rome an exhibition titled "Not to forget the Shoah" was held. 

Holocaust Memorial 03)' began as a result of initiatives taen by the 
Task force for Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance, and 
Research-a committee of representati\'es of the go\,crnments of Sweden, 
France, Germany, Imel, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Austria and the US. 
The Task Force \\"as formed in May 1998 \\ith the aim of finding the most 
effective wa)' to document the HolOC1lust and promote international 
cCX>p(ration in HoIoa.ust cducation. remembrance, and research. 

In continuing \\ith the gmls sel forth by the Tas~ Force, the Stockholm 
International Forum on the HoIoa.ust \\"as held in Janu3/'}' 2000. There, for 
the fi~t time, heads of state and members of gO'fernmcnts from all orer the 
world com'ened in order to discuss the ramifications of and lessons to be 
learned from the HoIoa.ust. 

During Ihe Stockholm Forum, British Foreign ScCrttary, Robin Cook, 
announced the implement:.ltion of an annual British Holocaust Memorial 
Day as concci\'ed by British Prime Minister Tony Blair, following Blair's 
deeply mming \isit 10 Yad Vashem in 1998. In his address Blair stated that: 
"our aim, in the 21st century, must be to work towards a tolerant and di\'erse 
society which is lnsed upon the notions of unh'ersal dignity and equal rights 
and responsibilities for all its citizens. The Holocaust Memorial Day is a 
sYJllbol of this." 

In Swedcn and Germany, 27 January is already observed as a day of 
Holocaust commemoration, and a dccision W<lS recently made to adopt 27 
January as Finland's first annual Holoa.ust Memorial Dar beginning in 2002. 

A Conference Marking 40 Years 
Since the Eichmann Trial 

F 
ollo\\ing a trial held in Jerusalem in 1961 , Nazi SS officer, 
Adolf Eichmann, was found guilty on 15 counts including 
crimes against the Je\\ish people, crimes against humanity, 
war crimes, and membership in various Nazi criminal 

orgmiutions and \\"as sentenced to death il)' hanging. The Eichmann 
trial \\"as a significant historical e' .. ent in that it brought lhc:: issue of the 
HolocaUSt to the forrfrolll, spm;ed much interest: in HolocaUSt research, 
and acted as a pr((cdent for prosecuting Nazi war criminals. 

AlMfF.idJtuJllllt.tti ill blJnptrKf aUus bear illri,,! 
his tri.1 ill Jmt.SIIltM, 1961 

Now, in marking 
40 years since the 
Eichmann trial, a 
conference is being 
held by Yad 
Vashem's 
Internation al 
Institute for 
HolocaUSt Rtscarch 
in conjunction \\ith 
the Hebr ew 
Univcrsity of 
Jeru salem. The 
conference, to take 
place on 14· 15 
April, aims 10 

examine the trial's 
impact on Israeli 
society, education, 
and Holocaust 
rcscarch during the 

last 40 years through sessions and lecrures given by, among others, 
eminent scholars and judges. 

The conference is comprised of thrl'e pans, each taking place at a 
diffmnt location. It will open with an l'\'ening ofll'ClUrcs and discussK>ns 
at Yad Vashem. The follo\l;ng da)" sessions will be held at the Hebrew 
Unh'ersity on Mount Scopus. The conference will conclude at the 
original sile of the Eichmann trial, the Gerard Behar Center (prcliousl)' 
kno\\'n as the Bcit Ha'am Building) \\;th an c\'ening of addresses from 
Jerusalem Mayor, Ehud Olmert, as well as former Supreme Court 
Justice, Moshc Landau, who presided at the Eichmann trial. 

Survivors from Kovno Ghetto Aid in Recollection 

O 
vcr 250 sun;\'OO of the Krn'TlO ghetto took pan in a da),-Iong gathering organiztd by Yad Vashcm's Museums Di\;sion at the International School for 
HoIoc:lUst Studies on 13 February. The gathering was cof1(civcd as pan ofYad Vashcm's ongoing efforts 10 ,011«1 and ilSSC'mblc information, archival 
materials,:md artifacts for the new Historlcal Museum. 
Sun;\,ors spent ,he ma;onty of the day dnidcd into five groups-three of the 

groups were shown 200 digital slides of photognphs uken in the Ko\'no ghetto, while 
the other NU wen:: shown 200 worb of an retrieved fi'om the ghena. The photographs 
Wert aU taken in the J(oo.·no g.hcuo, con~rrly and:l.t great risk to me photognphcr. Grorgc 
Kaddish. Many of Kaddish's photos appnt in Yad Vashem's Torry Collection, donated 
in 2000 by Pnina and Al'nham Torry, while the remaifl(K:r of Kaddish's won. W'U rc<d\'cd 
in cooperation with the US Holonust Memorial Museum (USHMM) and from the 
Diaspora Museum. 

'"The hope was that by showing th~ survi\'Ors ;l[twor~ and photos from the ghwo, 
\\1: could somewhat recreate wltat life was li~e in the ghetto and fiU in some of the missing 
information about the people, (\'cnts, and places that appear in the pictures and artwork," 
explains Nina Spring(T Aharoni, Film and Photograph Curator at the Historical Museum. 
"All in all, the day \\'35 very successful and the amount of cooperation received from thc 
participants was extremely mOl'ing. In several instances, survivors actually identified 
themselves and members of their f.tmilies in the photographs." 
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Putting a Face to Pages ofTestimony by Alexander Avraham 

I
n summer 2000, an em-elope arr1\'cd <1.1 Yad Vashcm's Hall ofNiltIle5 connining 76 hmily photog.rtphs Wen before 
WW11, affixed 10 a kncr from 5mh Spivak of Pmch TLkvab. The Inter npl~ncd du.! tilt picturts were of members 
of a family woo lived in Pob.od prior 10 the war. Spivak was flO( f.r.miliar ~ith the rmjority of the faces in me pictures., 
nor was she: able to decipher the few incomprehensible scribbles, which appeared on the r(mst si& of:l number of 

them. Thcrcfon:, and under the usumption that some of the family mtmbm perished in the HoIoaUSl. she 5(nl the picturtS [0 
Yad Vashon fOr pcrmanent safc~g, in memory 
of the \ictims. 

This wu not the first timc thai Yad Vuhtm 
T«ci\'cd such photographs and lhm proceeded to 
ancmpllo discern the stocy behind them. Ind«d, 
a certain dcgrtt of success was reached in this C;}S(, 

uwdJ. 
A \'t ry precise inspwion clarified Ihal the 

scribbles thai wared on the back of some of the 
pictures were actually inscriptions in Yiddish and 
Polish of names of individuals and places. A brief 
starch in the computer database: rc' .. eakd that 10 
of the names that appear on the backs of the pictwts 
com:spondcd to Pages ofTc:slimony ilIad)' Morro 
:u fad V:uhem. With that information, the Hall 
of Names' suff 'o\':l$ grx!t111ly able to piece together 
:an extensive network of bmily connections. 

According to records, in 1956--during Yad 
Va.shem's first nmpaign to g,uher names of 
Holocaust \ictirn,s.-Spr.'ak's parents rcgistemi and 
cOfTunemor.ued their pucnts. brothm, a.nd cousins, 
who .... nc killed in the Holocaust, by filljng in Pages 
ofTemmony and stnding the Pages to Yad V1Shem. 
At the time, they did not attach the photographs 
of their bmil)' mcmbm to the Pages ofTcstirnony, 
nor did tilt}' teU their childrm about thcir personal 
tr:lged)', thereby pre\'cnting their children from 
being able 10 name the people in the photogr.lphs 
sC\'eral decades laler. Onl), now, after much 
im'emgation, ha\'C me namc:s I'«orded in the Pages 
of Testimony been supplemented by the faces 
connined in the family photogr.aphs. 

During the Holocaust it W:lS often dangerous 
10 rescue a photograph, and after the Holonust 
the task of localing and identi/)~ng pictures W:I$ 

\'ery difficult. As of today there are O\'er 100,000 
pictures contained in the \':lSt reservoir of Pagcs 
of Tcstimony and each picture is an clement in 
someone'slife Story. These photos prO\~de an 

f 

.4.0~~ I if 
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impomm \isual dimension to the lost li\'cs of the Jewish \ictims of the Holocaust. Together, they form a dh'CTSC mosaic and 
document the 'ictims' kkntities, thus rtStoring at k:ut this aspect of their birthright. 

At present, the Hall of Name$ is embming upon a unique campaign in which all the pictures affixed to Pages ofTcstimon)' 
.... ill be scanned for the purpose ofthcir prcscration and in order to allow for thdr easy access ",ithin fad V:uhem's general 
computer system. A brge number of these pictures \\ill be uS(d for eduational purposes, as well as for exhibition in the ncv.' 
Museum and in the new Hall ofNamcs, both cumntl), unda construction at Yad V.uhcm. 

As part of Ihe Intemation31 Campaign for the Collection and Commemoration of Holocaust Victims' Names, Yad Vashem 
appeals to allthOS( who ha\'e or are able to locat~ pictures of Holocaust \ictims, to S(nd them to th~ H311 of Names along \\;th 
Pages ofTestimon), or as appendages to Pages of Testimony already senl, in the continued effort and obligation to preser"e a 
legacy nearly lost . 
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David Azrieli, One Step Ahead. Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 2001, 
150 pages. 

O 
lie Step A/}rad is the fascinating life 
Story of a young Jew, born in the town 
ofMaiow-Mazowiecki in Poland, who 
10SI the majority of his filmily in the 

Holocaust. Azridi's pmonaJ Storr expresses his 
fierce loyalty to his family as wdl as his courage 
as he escaped to freedom time and again-always 
one step ahead of death. His journey spanned 
many countries and S(.'\'cral continents. He escaped 
from occupied Poland to Uzbekistan, enlisted in 
the Anders' Army through which he managed to 
reach Inn, and escaped to Iraq, disguised as an 

Arab dw-murc. In Baghdad, \lith the help of Moshc Da)'aJl and Enzo Screni, 
he was concealed on a bus that smuggled weapons hidden in coffins into 
Palestine. In Palestine, he adjusted to life in Kibbutz Maoz Chaim, and took 
part in the War of Independence's Banle of latrun. Folio"ing his beginnings 
in the country David Azrieli, became one of the world's financial giants by 
virtue of his character, his \lit, and his strong desire. 

Ian Kershaw, Hitler, 1936-45: Nemesis. New York and london: 
W. W. Norton & Company, 2000, 1115 pages. 
by Professor Dan Michman 

. 
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N 
tmtsu is the second volume of the new 
authoriuti\'e biography 011 Hitler written 
by the wcU.known English historian of 
Nazism, Ian Kershaw. The first volume, 
Hid", 1889-1936: Hubrirreviewed in 

Tad Vas/mn lerumlem Volume 13, was published 
in 1998, translated inlo several languages, and 
became a bestseller. 
The biography as a whole and the SiXond \'olume, 
in particular, form the pinnacle of Kershaw's life· 
long achie\'ements in the field of research on Nazi 

Yad Vashem Council Meeting 

O
n 8 February a meeting W3S held by the Yad Vashem 
Council, headed by Professor Szewach Weiss. 
Weiss, who also serves as the Israeli Ambassador 
in Poland, re~rted on the issues that arc at the 
cenler of Poland's public agenda and arc related 

ro the subject of the Holocaust. He focused specifically on 
Professor Van Thomas Gross's book Ntighblm which deals 
with the murder of the JCW5 of the town of Jcdwasbe in the 
summer of 1941. This book ignited a heated debate about 
the role of the Polish people in the murder of the 1(\\1, a topic 
that was discussed at length by Professor Israel Gutman during 
the Council meeting at Weiss' request. 

Avner Shab, Chairman of Yad Vashem Directorate, 
reported on the current progress in the implementation of 
the "Yad Vashem 2001 n masterplan and outlined Yad Vashem's 
work plan for the rear 2001, while Ishai Amrami, Director· 
General of Yad Vashem, presented the budget for the year 
2001 which had been pr(\iously approl'ed by the Yad Vashem 
Directorate. 

German}" in general, and Hitler's peoonalit}' and myth, in particular. 
Ntmem is by no means an ordinary biography. Kershaw does not simply 

describe Hitler's actions. Instead, he provides the reader with a description 
and analysis of the history of Nazism and the Third Reich from the viewpoint 
of Hitler as a leader and through his personality and the image he projected 
on German society. Nemeruconcentr.lles upon the question of the interaction 
between Hitler as a leader and German society at large. The book extensively 
explores the Jewish Question, emphasizing the centrality of antisemitism in 
the worldview of Hitler, in the administration of the Third Reich, and in 
German society. 

The narrative is constructed in fascinating language, based on a vast 
amount of documentation and bibliography. From the perspccm"C of Holocaust 
research, the discussion of the systematic operation to murder the Jews and 
its integration into the overall picture of Hitler's Germany is of particular 
importance. 

71rt 0'. is 11K Chit! Hismiu ~f T."'" V4.!ht", 

Children's 800k Tommy Receives Award of Distinction 

T 
Dmm}, re\'iewed previously in Tad 
VIllI'JOII ItrUSlI/an Volume 13,I'I.'Ccr."Cd 
the Israel Ml.l$CUm's Ruth Youth \Vmg 
Ben· Yitthak Award for illustration of 

a children's book in December 2000. The award 
panel praised the book as a "mOl'ing work" and 
cit~d its ~wer as its abil ity to communicate a 
meaningful message to both children and adults. 

Czech artist, Bedrich Fritta, created the 
prize'\linning book for hisson's third birthday, while the fumilywas incarcerated 
in the Theresienstadt ghetto. Tommy survi\'ed the war and was adopted by 
famil)' friends, who also recovered the concealed manuscript. 

On the Mface, Tommy looks like a simple picture book illlJStrating a still· 
life conversation between father and son, as well as dtily childhood aeti\ities 
including thumb· sucking and potty training. But the book has a subtcxt, 
which makes the adult reader aware of the ironic contrast between normal 
acthities and ghetto life, present reality, and hopes for the futu re. 

To order Yad Vashem publications please call: 
972 (2) 644 3505, fax: 972 (2) 644 3506, 
or e-mail: publications.marketing@yadvashem.org.il 

Raoul Saporta (zlll) 

O n 3 February, Raoul (Yom TOI') Saporra, a member oftheYad 
Vashem Board of Directors and the Yad Vashem Directorate, 
passed away. Saporta was born in Salonika in 1925, and was sent 
to Auschwitz concentration camp in 1943. From there he "'3S 

sent to Ausch"irz sub-camp, Buna, whet"( he worked as a fOrced laborer until 
January 1945, after which he was held in a series of transit and labor camps 
until the ubcration in May. FoUo\\ing the uberation, he returned ro Gretce, 

and in 1946 immigrated to Palestine. 
From 1975 and until his death, Sapona 
scn"Cd as the Chairman ofthc Association 
of Survivors of Concentration Camps 
(of Greek Origin Living in Israel). He 
was one of the founders of the Center 
of Organizations of Holocaust Srnvivors 
in Israel. O.,.er the years, he dedicated 
much of his time to the memory of the 
Holocaust. He is sur\'in~d by his wife, 
Maika, as well as his two daughters, and 

Rllou/ Sopor/II (r;./) III Ylld VlIJIxm four grandchildren. 
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Eli Zborowski, Chairman of the 
Ammcan Society for Yad Vashern, 
lisited Yad vmon in Jmll2I)' and met 
"im its o:«utn'e5. During the meeting 
the progrm cf the dc-.doprnrnt at Yad 
Vashern was diseusse:d, and 
ZboI'O\\"05ki prcscntro in de:till tht: 
Ame:rican Soc:ie:ty's eonside:rable 
achin'cmcnts in 2000. 
AVIla- Shakv, Chainnan of the Yael 

Vashc:rn Dirm:ora[e, and Ishai Ammni, the: Director-Gcnrnl, visitro the: US 
in February, and pmicip.uro in tht: Amoian Socicty's boord ~g: At the 
mming Eli Zborowski prt:SCntrd tht: Sockty's 2001 work. plan, which was 
mdorscti by the Board. Shakv and Amrami prescntN a comprthcnsi\'e: 0I'C1"\\cw 

ofYad Vasht:m's accomplishments in 2000, outlined the: 2001 work. plan, and 
gave a full update on the progress of the "Yad Vashem 2001" masrcrplan .. Shraga 
Y. Md<d,Amoicon Soci<ty Ilo~n"n om.o<,>qXXttd 00 d<,.,J;i""',m 
of a new Florida chapter, which is making progress; numerous meetings, 
conferenccs, and a dinner alrady took place: in arly 2001, and guest spW;er 
~ d< Aori<b ~." ~b)",ofJ"",""" Ehud Olmttt. Rod>d Bcmun, Emu,,, IMtao< of d< Amoicon Soci<ty, >qXXttd dut d< Amoicon Soci<ty 
is planning its First Annual Spring Lunchron to be hdd on 1 May, at the: J(Y,ish 
MU5(um in N(Y,' York Cif)'. N(Y" York 0Wrpm0n, Fanya Gottesfdd HclIO', 
"iU cluir the: C'o'('nt. Guest spt:akcr "ilI be: J1O(ed Holocaust author and scholar, 
Professor N«hanu Ttt wtXlS( SUh;ca"ilI be: "lk Diffcrrot Fate of'\OOxn 
and Mmduring the Holocaust." Profcssor Ttt will rctri.l: thc 6nt Amaican 
Socittv for Yad Vashcm Adtinnnmt Award b ba contribution to Hoknust 
Iit~. Dr. Marlo~ WarWwski Yahabn, the American ScUry's Educ:uioo 
Director, rcportm on thc educationa.l actiIirics of the Ammcan Sockty. ~ 
participants at the: Ill((ting agrct:d on the imponance of rnutuallr shanng 
infomurion, and continuing this prxtice. 

The American Society's Education IXpartrncm and !(ran Unimsity's 
Holocaust &:source Center conducted a Of1(-day workshop titkd "Challenges 
and Consider.ations of Holocaust Education" for New Jersey educators in late 
FebruM)'. 

The Young Leadership Associates ht:ld a Theater Benefit in latc March. 
Participants viewed the Broadway production Judgtmtnt 1ft NUmrlbtrgand held 
a posq)(:rformal1Ce discussion ";th cast members. 

Jack A1tnun, a former prcidcnt of the D~ Memorial Center fer Holocaust 
Studies, l'isitoo Yad Vasht.'Ill in order tOstrcrlgthcn tics between the two institutions 
and (0 discuss Wil}'S in which Yad Vashern can be represented at the Dallas 
l'okmorUJ Ctnter. 

During their Ilsit to Yad Vashem, Henry and Lola TO'IO'Ibaum ofN(Y,' 
York SUtro their intention to increase their support for the: building of the: ocw 
Historical Museum together ";th meir friend and business parmer, Milton 
S[cinbttg. Willie at Yad VMem Henry Tmcnbaum rctri.'CCi copies of unique 
documents concerning his &miIy, found in Yad Vashcm'sArchl.cs. 

Fda and David ShaJXll of Los Angdcs, who were in Israel for their 
grandson's Bar MitZI'ah, Ilsitm Yael Vashern and \;(y',cd the progress in the: 
construction or the VtSilors unter, which is being built \lim their support. 

Morrit: GokIbJum ofConnccticut \isitm Yad Vashan in February and "";IS 

very impressed wim the dc-.rlqmmts al Yad Vashcm, and in particular the .... ~ 
range of educatioruJ actiIirics ofthc Intmut:iooal School for Holocaust Studies. 

CANADA 
Marilyn Somers, Exccutil'e Dirm:or or the Canadian Society for Yad 

Vashern, \~sited Yad Vashem in February and met with Shaya Ben-Yehuda, 
Managing Dirt.'CI:orofYad Vashern's International Relations Di\ision, and SoUy 
Kaplinski, Head ofthc Division's English Desk. They discussed the ~:1(iian 

Socicty'scontinuing promotion and support ofYad Vashern, as well as ItS dfom 
18 to enlarge its database of friends and supporters. 

GERMANY 
The Exccutn'(' of tilt German Foundation llr Rananbrancc, Rt:sponsibiJity, 

and tht: Future Ilsiled Yad Vashern to learn about Yad Vashern's activities. The 
Foundation .... illlmd assistance 10 IOnncr forced and slave laborm oftht: Nazi 
~ md .ID """id< fim<ting .. "'*'" pnxooring mtmurionol ~ 
and global rtsp«t for hunun rights. 

AUSTRIA 
The inauguration or the: new 

bWldmgofY'! ",""",', In_ 
Institute for Holocaust barch, 
""""'"OJ by Ihnd< Gmn,,-<i= 
fiiold and long-rime supporterofYad 
Vashern, in memory of his wife, 
Jadzia--l\ilI take place in April in the 
""""" ofGatna, fumiIy monbas, 
digninries, and friends. Among the "'*'" "'I'I""'ro by Dwd< Gatna 
are the Archive's Conservation and 

Frulll ieft tD rVitt: [)grid GtmItr 11114 limn' 
ShtI/tJ> sl Tad vw",~ [II/tnUlMnllJ 
Tnstitlltl fur Hwusr Rl!tarm 

Restoration ~ and a fund fir inttm3lional oonfm:nces of the International 
lnstitute for Holocaust Rc:scarch. 

ENGLAND 
The National Yad Vashern Ouritablc Trust is planning to hold its first 

nu;or fundraising dinnu in NOI'tmhtt. . 
The Trust intends to~ soninm for London teachers together with 

tht: Intrnutional School for Holocaust Studies. 1k seminars 14ill be hdd in 
cooprntion "ith the Imperial War MusaJrn and ~ organi~ ~~ 
in Hoiocaust eduCition and commemoration, and "111 be partially subsidiud 
by an annual grant from the VIVienne and Samud Cohen Charitable Trust. 

LATIN AMERICA 
On their rttcnt \isit to Yad Vashcm, Fanny SaiIIa, wift ofMoisa SC'o'illa-­

rcptesrntltil't of Friends of Yad Vashem in 1I 1cxic~ lKr mothcr~ J udim 
toured the International School for Holocaust Studies and me: Archives and 
Libruy BWldffig. . . 

Dr. Gust.l\'O ArnsIein, ChiefEditorof the Vcntzucbn J(Y,1sh, CommUnlf)' 

wttkJy, NIIn'IJ Mllnti4 brat/ita, met ..... ith Chairman of the Dirm:OI'3te, AvnO' 
Shall!\' on his recent \lsit [0 Y3d ¥ashern. 

AI d<cudof2ooo, Pal> Ifuan, &ru=y ofLo!in·Amoru md Spoilih· 
spWing countries, "isited Panama, Venezuela, and Spain. Hazan strensdw:oo:l 
ties "ith members of the: Panaman Society for Yad Vashm, and receIved 
suwoo from OUd'R:.bbi $on Ltvy furthc acriIiticsofYad Vashern in Panama. 
CIoo<IOC ... ofY.! V""'m from P=nu, z;., Ah<nnun.S<h~ 
ofd< RodIDg Room ofd< w.;,,, md Libruy gWkting--.ud h,u"., S>ndy 
Schwartt., hosted a dinner during which a presentation on Yad VaslK:m was 
mack to potcnti2l supporters. 

Hazan met with nuny Vmczudan fiicnds who contributed to Yad Vashem, 
among the:m David lsnd, Chainnan of thc VI!n(Zue:1an Society for Yad 
¥ashern, and Erik Karpel Among the donors who met "ith Hazan were 
Warno and Genie (Lubowski) Spriss, sponsors of the: Imern:-tionaI School 
for Hokxaust SrudicS' Januar)' scmirw for 5pani<;b-spC:Iking educators. 

Frimds 6001 CarM:as, Frida and Da\id Weisz, :trc ~g the tr:rnsLuion 
and publiCition of the: Spanish edition of the Wd&bag Rosh H3Shana Prayer 
Book (lfUI'h::or); Esther Cohm is backing the publication of the anthology 1be 
RtfotIttsalld lAtinAmtriuJ:, Judith Bmaim Ius made a donation to the Schod; 
and long-time supporter ofYad ViLWm, \Vtlhcim Jacgmnm, one ofm.: few 
remaining sun",'ors from Costesti, Romania is continuing to fund educaoonal 
projects. . . 

Whik: in Spain, Hazan met "ith Isaac Qucrub, head of the Madrid Jenish 
Community, and other community representativcs. Querub and others arc 
del'oting their efforts toward the establishment of 3 Spanish Society for Yad 
Vashern. 



FRANCE 
lsnd's Minister of the Interior, H:lim Ramon, bestowed Isrnc6 citizenship upon 

Serge Kbnfekl. in:l FdJruary ceremony. Klmfdd, who has bern acm't in bringing 
Nazi and VlCh)' ofticWs 10 trial foc their crimes. and has published a dozen books 00 
the: rate ofFrcIl(h ,ewry during WWII, was congr.uulatcd by Avner Shalev, woo 
prtKniOO him \lith:l gift 00 bch;alf ofYad Vashem. ShW' mnindcd thos( prcsa1t at 

the: ceremony of Klarsfdd's oo'otion to the: pr(s(f\"ation of the memory of the 
HoIocwst. 

Claire Rom}" Paris ChargCc dc M.ission oftIK Frmch Committee for Y:IId 
Vastxm, rtetnti)' \isito:! Yad \Ww:m in order to f.unaiarizt hmdf with flew deo.~ 

SWITZERLAND 
Dr. Rolf Bloch of Ban, fOl'llK'f President of S\\itzcrland's Jewish community 

Ittcmly agrttd to become the 6J"Sl head of the Swiss Society for Yad Vashan. Yad 
Vashcm extends its appreciation to Dr. Josd Bollag, for his ongoing $C1"\';(( to Yad 
Vashcm through his acri~itics in Switl(rland in the past few years. Dr. Bollag will 
continue his Y:ld Vashcm activity, working d()5t~, with Dr. Bloch. 

LIECHTENSTEIN 
Ambassador (rtt.) Rafael Gvir and Iknny llsar, Head ofthc International 

&:latiOIlS Dili.sion's Getman lXsk, md: \lith the GcnmI Secref2r)' of the Pri.ty 
of Licchtc!l\tcin, Norbttt Hemmme, and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Andrta 
\Villi. Hemmerle announe«l mal Prince Hans Adam II has agr«d to grant his 
p.monagr to 01 U«htmstein Society for rad Vashon. .... tuch .... ill Ix officioaIIy c:stabItshtd 
in the ncar finul't at a ceremony \\;Ih the ~tion ofYad Vash!=m officials. On his 
lim \isjt 10 Israd Oil thc end of March, HCIJlIIlttk \isited Y:Kl Vashcm in an effort to 
strengthen ties and was gn"m 01 prtSCmation OIl the "Yad VJShcm 2001" nusterpbn. 

ISRAEl 
CRffiOl\;n born Haim Koral, a former Partisan whose &roily died in the 

Holocaust, and tow), a resident ofK&r-Saba, rtml~' made an extended conunirrncnt 
10 support Yad Vash<:m and its development plans. 

Ruth Goldberg, resident of me Nofei Hasharon senior citizen home in Nmnya, 
made a donation, .... ith me help of Ami Haus. for the production and distribution of 
the International School for HoIoc:aust Studies' educational srudy unit Ilhlls Around 
Us. The srudy unit was produced in memory ofShmud. Eliyahu Loman, Goldberg's 
brother, who died as a Partisan in the f"orcsts in the vicinity of Lublin in 1944. In an 
18 Febru:ur ccn::mOllY, in the presence of family members and guests, the unit as wdl 
as a Yad Vashem certificate of 3pprtci.ation wert prtSCntcd to Goldbag. 

Bronia and Itzhak Kozka from 
Hadcra, .... -ho5e families .... m munkrcd 

" l.o<h, Lok,A<odMnz, ... <Mnno 
made 01 donation to Yad Vashem. 
In JanuOll'Y, rnembcrl of the Polaris 
Fund direclorile, Partners and 
Dir«IOfS, Cherni Peres and Isaac 
Hillel; Viet P'rcidcnt, ruri Shoshan; 
and EIR, David Lisbona, \isited Yad 
Vashcm. 
In JanlW)', the Yad Vashon Socitty 
in lsrad ,isitcd the Ikit TO\'ci Hair 

Senior Citizens Residence in Jerusalem as pan of the Socirty's Qffipaign to collco 
Pages ofT estimon)" Survi\'or Questionnaires, objcru, and documents from rt:sidcn15 
of Isrnli oId·age hOl'fl(S. Varon Ashkenazi, Director or the Yad Vashml Society in 
Israel, gan: a presentation on Yad Vashem, itS mission and goals, as well as on the 
Campaign for the Collection and Commemor.nion of HoI0C3ust Victims' N'lnKS. 

An agreement has been nude .... ith the directorate orz.c..'tt fOr their \'Oluntcm­
instructed and trained b)' Yad Vashem--to begin the distribution and coll«tion of 
PtgtSofTcstimony and SUI"T."Or Q~ documents, and objects from private 
persons who are ul1<1ble to fill in the Pages by themsd\'cs, residents of senior citizen 
homes, as well as membtn of cultural, routh, sports and community CCT1ters. 
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The E\"t ofHoioaust Martyn1 and Heroes' _0., 
\\_~ 18 April 2001 

!lm 11>< _ """""" .... 
HOOcu..t!.1 lo~n· and Hc=rQ($' 
Rm.embnnct Day, in the 

I"""'" ... - M""" 
K.l.tQ\ and Prime Minisla Arid 
SIumn 
Warsallo' Ghetto Sq~ 

_ Syrrqniwn: "SNdes of Memory-'I'1r Memory 
of thr: HoIoGwq in Jewish Isndi Society,"' \Ioith 
th< ~ oiM ... BMOn,po<t""", Gun. 
IYbbo Iknm Lm.1l< \"""smn,,,,,, modmt", 

y-"".d x"" 
Yad Voashcm Auditorium 

Holocaust Mutyrs' and Heroes' Rrmembrancc 03); 
Th"""'~ 19 April 2001 

IIIIIDl 
IIII!!l 

Siftn 

\\'rtath-la~ing ccronony with 
the ~tion oflsneli 
Pn:sicknt, Prime Minisl«, 
Spo0 ... th< Kn<m,­
... th< Sopmn< Coon, 
a..m.. ... th<J"ish~. 
Oo><f of GcnmI SufI: Ch><f of 
Po&<. D= of th< o.pIonuri< Cap<, publi< 
6gures, sur\'n-on' organWDons, school chikirrn, 
and ddeg;nions from .ill om the country 
WarRIIo' Ghetto Squaft 

PlIIII,,!!1I Taun, CIUlJ\C workshops. multimedia acmiDcs, 
and mccrings with sunl\'oo 
lnta"fgtional School for Holocaust Studies 

ItIEIIMJ" "UntO EIU}' rmoo Thert is a N'amc"'---fl'citnioo 
ofH""""" ........ """" b",nanb", of th< pubic 
Hall of RancmbrnICC 

1I1lillDiIJ CoonnU0U5~ of6lms about the: Hokausl 
Auditorium 

IIIIID M;ain Manorial Cm:mony 
Hall of Rttnanbr.mcc 

111m MClllONI Cm:mony b mcmbm ci the 
Orp.niurion for Hungarim Immignnb 
Mcmo<UI 10 tho J","h SoIW<n.nd H.ill of 

Ranon"""" 

IIlIi!il 

MonooUI C=nonr Iil< Iixma _ of th< 
Jewish RaWnct in Fnntt 
Auditorium 

emmon) '" I""" 
ma.'mlO1t!l11 Ox: proon 
of Ox: MUU5ttf of 
&Iuation, u.-.o. Uomt, 

--
m CO!ljWlCtioo \1M the I.srad Infixmarioo Ccnta, 

th< Youth "'" SocioIJIdmUWmOOn "'" th< Youth 
M",,,,,,,,, CoonciI ... th< Mins" of_ 
Valley of tht Conununities 
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