



































figure of 2,749 for the number of Jewish victims.
Both reports indicated that the murder of the
Jews was being widely discussed by the local
population, but that Dietrich was dissatisfied with
the populace’s lack of enthusiasm for the aktion.

An additional source of information about
the murder of Jews at Liepaja comes from
postwar trials. In January 1968 a court in
Hannover, Germany issued an indictment against
several members of Einsatzkommando 2. The
summaries of witness statements—]ewish
survivors from Liepaja and German naval
personnel who had been stationed in the coastal
fishing village of Skede—shed more light on
the murder. From these witness statements we
learn of the role of the local Latvian units
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attached to the SD (the intelligence department
or Security Service of the 85), who rounded up
and guarded the Jewish victims. Members of
these units often beat the Jews, placed them on
trucks and transported them to Skede, and then
took part in the shootings. From the summaries
of the testimonies of the Jewish survivors, we
learn that before they were put on the trucks,
Jews were herded into the largest prison in
Liepaja.

While Nazi records generally provide the
dry, factual accounts of the events, Jewish
personal testimonies supplement the mechanical
details with the experiences and emotions of
individual Jews, their families, and friends. Several
unpublished testimonies exist in Yad Vashem’s

Archives regarding the
murder of Licpaja Jews in
December 1941.

such account is that of
Fanny Krasner, recorded
in 1981. Like the
witnesses at the trial,
Krasner also spoke about
the prison, the complicity
of the Latvians, and the
transports aboard trucks.
However, in her account

she also related the drama
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that led to her survival
and illustrated the moral
dilemmas associated with
rescue in the context of
the Holocaust.

was being held in the
Licpaja prison, a German
called out her name and
told her she was to be
released, for reasons she
could not discern.
Having been brought to
the prison with her family,
including her mother, her
sisters, her grandfather,
her aunt and some
cousins, Krasner declared
she would not leave

without her mother and sisters. The German
curtly told her she could take them with her.
Krasner recalled the cold, snow-laden air outside
upon leaving the confines of the prison with her
mother and sisters. The rest of her family,
however, remained behind and was murdered in
Skede. Through her testimony, we can sense both
her courage and daring at saving her mother and
sisters, and her confusion and pain regarding the
fate of the rest of her family.

The murders at Liepaja are among the few
for which photograph documentation exists.
As source material, these photographs have an
immeasurable impact; they give a human
dimension to historical fact, and faces to the
victims, as well as the perpetrators. The
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photographs reveal aspects of suffering and fear,
and allow us to intimately connect with the
victims on the precipice of their death.

In several of the pictures, we can sce the
Jews waiting at the murder site with their winter
coats and in others they appear to be shivering
in the cold, recalling Krasner’s testimony of the
“cold, snow-laden air.” Yet others show the
dead who were shot and fell into previously
prepared pits.

The photographer, Hauptscharfuchrer Karl
Strod, was a SD officer in Liepaja. This
information, along with the names of Latvians
who took part in the aktion, comes from
interrogations carried out by the KGB shortly
after the territory was retaken by the Soviets.
Film footage also exists for an earlier akion in
Liepaja that took place in August 1941.

In the database of the Hall of Names, Yad
Vashem has over 2,200 Pages of Testimony for
Jews from Licpaja—over one third of all the
victims from the town. Not all of them died in
the December aktion, but many did. The Pages
of Testimony are extremely important for giving
us a sense of who was killed, what transpired,
and what was lost during those awful days of
December 1941. They help remind us that
cach of the more than 2,700 victims murdered
in Liepaja in mid-December 1941, like all the
victims of the Holocaust, represents a lost world.
The anthor is the Director of the Library
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Vashem

Eclipse of Humanity: A Multimedia Program on the History of the Shoah

clipse of Humanity is a one of a kind, comprehensive
multimedia program that provides a complete historical

account of the Holocaust beginning with Jewish life

before the war and culminating with the Final Solution.

The 2 CD-ROM sct includes photographs, authentic
documents, and hundreds of encyclopedic entries from the

period, as well as testimonies of Holocaust survivors, works of

art, and current articles on the subject.

Also included in the program are a variety of materials
from the Yad Vashem Archives: some 450 photographs, 500
documents translated from several languages, 670 lexicon entries,
a timeline covering over 350 events annotated with pictures
and explanations, interactive maps, and over 500 articles.
To order Eclipse of Humanity contact:

The International School for Holocaust Studies
P.O.B 3477, Jerusalem, 91034

Telephone: 972-2-6443624

Fax: 972-2-6443623

e-mail: education sales@vadvashem.org.il
www.yadvashem.org

§ Secretary of State, Colin Powell, visited Yad

Vashem on 25 February where he laid a wreath

in the Hall of Remembrance, rekindled the

cternal flame, and toured the Children’s
Memorial. When signing the visitors’ book, Powell
commented on his experience at Yad Vashem: “I am
deeply touched by this memorial_. I leave with the
inspiration it gives all of us that we must never forget,
and always remember the spirit of those who perished
during those terrible times.”

Symposium on Jews in Underground
Movements

symposium, marking the publication of Hitting Back: An Austrian Jew in

the French Resistance, by Dolly Steindling was held on 9 January at Yad

Vashem’s International School for Holocaust Studies on the topic of “Jews

in Anti-Nazi Underground Movements—Resistance of Jews or Jewish
Resistance?”

The symposium, organized by the International Institute for Holocaust Research
and held in the presence of Fini Steindling; daughter, Susanna Steindling; and Danck
Gertner opened with a speech by Chairman of the Yad Vashem Directorate, Avner
Shalev. In his address Shalev described Steindling’s book as “a sensitive, humane story
in which the author captures the feclings he expenienced when he was captured by the
Gestapo, when he succeeded in escaping arrest, and when he returned, wounded, to
partake in further activities of the underground.”

Susanna Steindling, the author’s daughter, expanded on her father’s personality and
commented upon his connection to Judaism.

Speakers at the symposium included Professor David Bankier, Head of the International
Institute for Holocaust Research; Haim Avni, Professor at the Hebrew University;
Professor Dan Michman, Chief Historian of Yad Vashem; and Renee Poznanski, Professor
at the Ben Gurion University.

The majority of the lectures revolved around the central question of establishing a
criterion for defining Jewish resistance. Should the designation be limited only to activities
that were carried out by Jews who fought for Jewish goals, eg. participating in the ghetto
uprising, saving Jewish lives, enlisting in Jewish units of the Partisan resistance, etc.? Or,
should this definition include Jewish fighters who fought within general national
frameworks not aimed directly towards Jewish goals?

Other subjects discussed in the symposium included the history of Belgian Jewry
during the Holocaust—a formative chapter in Steindling’s book—and Jewish underground
activities in France within the various frameworks of the resistance.




In Pursuit of Remembrance
Holocaust Memorial Day: 27 January 2001

by Lisa Davidson

he year 2001 marked the adoption of 27 January as the first annual

Holocaust Memorial Day in the United Kingdom and in ITtaly, in

recognition of the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz.

Britain’s first Holocaust Memorial Day was marked by an official
ceremony at Westminster attended by HRH the Prince of Wales; Prime
Minister Tony Blair; British Chief Rabbi, Jonathan Sacks; political and religious
leaders; survivors; and Righteous Among the Nations. The ceremony was
broadcast live by the BBC. Throughout the country many other ceremonies
and specially dedicated school activities were also held.

In Italy, President Carlo Ciampi condemned Italy’s role during the
Holocaust, stating that the racial laws upheld by Mussolini betrayed the
founding principles of the country. Exhibitions, programs, school assemblies,
and many other memorial events took place throughout the country and in
Milan and Rome an exhibition titled “Not to Forget the Shoah™ was held.

Holocaust Memorial Day began as a result of initiatives taken by the
Task Force for Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance, and
Research—a committee of representatives of the governments of Sweden,
France, Germany, Isracl, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Austria and the US.
The Task Force was formed in May 1998 with the aim of finding the most
effective way to document the Holocaust and promote international
cooperation in Holocaust education, remembrance, and research.

In continuing with the goals set forth by the Task Force, the Stockholm
International Forum on the Holocaust was held in January 2000. There, for
the first time, heads of state and members of governments from all over the
world convened in order to discuss the ramifications of and lessons to be
learned from the Holocaust.

During the Stockholm Forum, British Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook,
announced the implementation of an annual British Holocaust Memorial
Day as conceived by British Prime Minister Tony Blair, following Blair’s
deeply moving visit to Yad Vashem in 1998. In his address Blair stated that:
“our aim, in the 21st century, must be to work towards a tolerant and diverse
society which is based upon the notions of universal dignity and equal rights
and responsibilities for all its citizens, The Holocaust Memorial Day is a
symbol of this.”

In Sweden and Germany, 27 January is already observed as a day of
Holocaust commemoration, and a decision was recently made to adopt 27
January as Finland’s first annual Holocaust Memorial Day beginning in 2002.

A Conference Marking 40 Years
Since the Eichmann Trial

ollowing a trial held in Jerusalem in 1961, Nazi SS officer,
Adolf Eichmann, was found guilty on 15 counts including
crimes against the Jewish people, crimes against humanity,
war crimes, and membership in various Nazi criminal
organizations and was sentenced to death by hanging. The Eichmann
trial was a significant historical event in that it brought the issuc of the
Holocaust to the forefront, sparked much interest in Holocaust research,
and acted as a precedent for prosecuting Nazi war criminals.
Now, in marking
40 years since the
Eichmann trial, a
conference is being
held by Yad
Vashem’s
International
Institute for
Holocaust Research
in conjunction with
the Hebrew
University of
Jerusalem. The
conference, to take
place on 14-15
April, aims to
examine the trial’s
impact on Isracli
society, education,
and Holocaust
rescarch during the
last 40 years through sessions and lectures given by, among others,
eminent scholars and judges.

The conference is comprised of three parts, each taking place at a
different location. It will open with an evening of lectures and discussions
at Yad Vashem. The following day, sessions will be held at the Hebrew
University on Mount Scopus. The conference will conclude at the
original site of the Eichmann trial, the Gerard Behar Center (previously
known as the Beit Ha’am Building) with an evening of addresses from
Jerusalem Mayor, Ehud Olmert, as well as former Supreme Court
Justice, Moshe Landau, who presided at the Eichmann trial,
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Alolf Esclrmann scated in bulletproof glass box during
bis trial in Jerusalem, 1961

Survivors from Kovno Ghetto Aid in Recollection

ver 250 survivors of the Kovno ghetto took part in a day-long gathering organized by Yad Vashem’s Muscums Division at the International School for
Holocaust Studies on 13 February. The gathering was conceived as part of Yad Vashem's ongoing efforts to collect and assemble information, archival

materials, and artifacts for the new Historical Museum.

Survivors spent the majority of the day divided into five groups—three of the
groups were shown 200 digital slides of photographs taken in the Kovno ghetto, while
the other two were shown 200 works of art retrieved from the ghetto. The photographs
were all taken in the Kovno ghetto, covertly and at great risk to the photographer, George
Kaddish. Many of Kaddish’s photos appear in Yad Vashem’s Torry Collection, donated
in 2000 by Pnina and Avraham Torry, while the remainder of Kaddish’s work was received
in cooperation with the US Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) and from the
Diaspora Museum.

“The hope was that by showing the survivors artwork and photos from the ghetto,
we could somewhat recreate what life was like in the ghetto and fill in some of the missing
information about the people, events, and places that appear in the pictures and artwork,”
explains Nina Springer Aharoni, Film and Photograph Curator at the Historical Museum.
“All'in all, the day was very successful and the amount of cooperation received from the
participants was extremely moving. In several instances, survivors actually identified
themselves and members of their families in the photographs.”

Survivor from Kovno ghetto identifies people in on-screen image
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Putting a Face to Pages of Testimony by Alexander Avraham

WWII, affixed to a letter from Sarah Spivak of Petach Tikvah. The letter explained that the pictures were of members

of a family who lived in Poland prior to the war. Spivak was not familiar with the majority of the faces in the pictures,

nor was she able to decipher the few incomprehensible scribbles, which appeared on the reverse side of a number of
them. Therefore, and under the assumption that some of the family members perished in the Holocaust, she sent the pictures to
Yad Vashem for permanent safekeeping, in memory
of the victims.

This was not the first time that Yad Vashem
received such photographs and then proceeded to
attempt to discern the story behind them. Indeed,
a certain degree of success was reached in this case,
as well.

A very precise inspection clarified that the
scribbles that appeared on the back of some of the
pictures were actually inscriptions in Yiddish and
Polish of names of individuals and places. A brief

I n summer 2000, an envelope arrived at Yad Vashem’s Hall of Names containing 76 family photographs taken before

search in the computer database revealed that 10

of the names that appear on the backs of the pictures

corresponded to Pages of Testimony already stored One of 76 famly

at Yad Vashem. With that information, the Hall {J vagrapls donated to Yad
- 7 : ladiem that was successfully

of Names' staff was gradually able to picce together matched with its

an extensive network of family connections. corresponding Page of

According to records, in 1956—during Yad Testimony

Vashem's first campaign to gather names of
Holocaust vicrims—Spivak’s parents registered and
commemorated their parents, brothers, and cousins,
who were killed in the Holocaust, by filling in Pages
of Testimony and sending the Pages to Yad Vashem.
At the time, they did not attach the photographs
of their family members to the Pages of Testimony,
nor did they tell their children about their personal
tragedy, thereby preventing their children from
being able to name the people in the photographs

several decades later. Only now, after much L

investigation, have the names recorded in the Pages = &(’

of Testimony been supplemented by the faces ' ( - w% Y.

contained in the family photographs. . X Namesof individuals
During the Holocaust it was often dangerous ,ﬁ s p f?}f /j ﬁ”’t / {4 ﬁ’&: penned in hard-to-decipher

to rescue a photograph, and after the Holocaust Polish “’.’: ]}‘i‘f"!’}."fﬁm"

. . . o . 2 TEVETSE Syde of one of /

the tafk‘ni locating and identifying pictures was - 9] fj 6}5 < GK 67,, e ) Ie) B family photographs domated

very difficult. As of today there are over 100,000 . ;v,(,w / " to Yad Vashem

pictures contained in the vast reservoir of Pages
of Testimony and cach picture is an element in
someone’s life story. These photos provide an
important visual dimension to the lost lives of the Jewish victims of the Holocaust. Together, they form a diverse mosaic and
document the victims’ identities, thus restoring at least this aspect of their birthright.

At present, the Hall of Names is embarking upon a unique campaign in which all the pictures affixed to Pages of Testimony
will be scanned for the purpose of their preservation and in order to allow for their easy access within Yad Vashem’s general
computer system. A large number of these pictures will be used for educational purposes, as well as for exhibition in the new
Museum and in the new Hall of Names, both currently under construction at Yad Vashem.

As part of the International Campaign for the Collection and Commemoration of Holocaust Victims' Names, Yad Vashem
appeals to all those who have or are able to locate pictures of Holocaust victims, to send them to the Hall of Names along with
Pages of Testimony or as appendages to Pages of Testimony already sent, in the continued effort and obligation to preserve a
legacy nearly lost.

The author is the Director of the Hall of Names
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ne Step Ahead is the fascinating life

story of a young Jew, born in the town

of Makow-Mazowiecki in Poland, who

lost the majority of his family in the
Holocaust. Azrieli’s personal story expresses his
fierce loyalty to his family as well as his courage
as he escaped to freedom time and again—always
one step ahead of death. His journey spanned
many countries and several continents. He escaped
from occupied Poland to Uzbekistan, enlisted in
the Anders’ Army through which he managed to
reach Iran, and escaped to Iraq, disguised as an
Arab deaf-mute. In Baghdad, with the help of Moshe Dayan and Enzo Seren,
he was concealed on a bus that smuggled weapons hidden in coffins into
Palestine. In Palestine, he adjusted to life in Kibbutz Maoz Chaim, and took
part in the War of Independence’s Battle of Latrun. Following his beginnings
in the country David Azricli, became one of the world’s financial giants by
virtue of his character, his wit, and his strong desire.

lan Kershaw, Hitler, 1936-45: Nemesis. New York and London:
W.W. Norton & Company, 2000, 1115 pages.
by Professor Dan Michman
emesis is the second volume of the new
authoritative biography on Hitler written
by the well-known English historian of
Nazism, Tan Kershaw. The first volume,
Hitler, 1889-1936: Hubris reviewed in
Yad Vashem Jerusalem Volume 13, was published
in 1998, translated into several languages, and
became a bestseller.

rd

HITLER]
rmrrrewes ¢ 1 he biography as a whole and the second volume,
in particular, form the pinnacle of Kershaws life-

long achievements in the field of research on Nazi

Yad Vashem Council Meeting

n § February a meeting was held by the Yad Vashem

Council, headed by Professor Szewach Weiss.

Weiss, who also serves as the Israeli Ambassador

in Poland, reported on the issues that are at the

center of Poland’s public agenda and are related
to the subject of the Holocaust. He focused specifically on
Professor Yan Thomas Gross’s book Negghbors which deals
with the murder of the Jews of the town of Jedwasbe in the
summer of 1941. This book ignited a heated debate about
the role of the Polish people in the murder of the Jews, a topic
that was discussed at length by Professor Isracl Gutman during
the Council meeting at Weiss’ request.

Avner Shalev, Chairman of Yad Vashem Directorate,
reported on the current progress in the implementation of
the “Yad Vashem 2001 masterplan and outlined Yad Vashem’s
work plan for the year 2001, while Ishai Amrami, Director-
General of Yad Vashem, presented the budget for the year
2001 which had been previously approved by the Yad Vashem
Directorate.

Germany, in general, and Hitler's personality and myth, in particular.

Nemesis is by no means an ordinary biography. Kershaw does not simply
describe Hitler’s actions. Instead, he provides the reader with a description
and analysis of the history of Nazism and the Third Reich from the viewpoint
of Hitler as a leader and through his personality and the image he projected
on German society. Nemesis concentrates upon the question of the interaction
between Hitler as a leader and German society at large. The book extensively
explores the Jewish Question, emphasizing the centrality of antisemitism in
the worldview of Hitler, in the administration of the Third Reich, and in
German society.

The narrative is constructed in fascinating language, based on a vast
amount of documentation and bibliography. From the perspective of Holocaust
research, the discussion of the systematic operation to murder the Jews and
its integration into the overall picture of Hitler’s Germany is of particular
importance.

The author is the Chief Historian of Yad Vashem

Children’s Book Tommy Receives Award of Distinction

ommy, reviewed previously in Tad
Vashem Jerusalem Volume 13, received
the Israel Museum’s Ruth Youth Wing
Ben-Yitzhak Award for illustration of
a children’s book in December 2000. The award
panel praised the book as a “moving work” and
cited its power as its ability to communicate a
meaningful message to both children and adults.

Czech artist, Bedrich Fritta, created the
prize-winning book for his son’s third birthday, while the family was incarcerated
in the Theresienstadt ghetto. Tommy survived the war and was adopted by
family friends, who also recovered the concealed manuscript.

On the surface, Tommy looks like a simple picture book illustrating a still-
life conversation between father and son, as well as daily childhood activities
including thumb-sucking and potty training. But the book has a subtext,
which makes the adult reader aware of the ironic contrast between normal
activities and ghetto life, present reality, and hopes for the future.
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To order Yad Vashem publications please call:
972 (2) 644 3505, fax: 972 (2) 644 3506,
or e-mail: publications.marketing@yadvashem.org.il

Raoul Saporta (z”])

n 3 February, Raoul (Yom Tov) Saporta, a member of theYad
Vashem Board of Directors and the Yad Vashem Directorate,

passed away. Saporta was born in Salonika in 1925, and was sent
to Auschwitz concentration camp in 1943. From there he was
sent to Auschwitz sub-camp, Buna, where he worked as a forced laborer until
January 1945, after which he was held in a series of transit and labor camps
until the Liberation in May. Following the Liberation, he returned to Greece,
and in 1946 immigrated to Palestine.
From 1975 and until his death, Saporta
served as the Chairman of the Association
of Survivors of Concentration Camps
(of Greek Origin Living in Israel). He
was one of the founders of the Center
of Organizations of Holocaust Survivors
in Israel. Over the years, he dedicated
much of his time to the memory of the
Holocaust. He is survived by his wife,
Malka, as well as his two daughters, and
four grandchildren.
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Eli Zborowski, Chairman of the
American Society for Yad Vashem,
visited Yad Vashem in January and met
with its executives. During the meeting
the progress of the development at Yad
Vashem was discussed, and
Zborowoski presented in detail the
American Society’s considerable
achievements in 2000.

Avner Shalev, Chairman of the Yad
Vashem Directorate, and Ishai Amrami, the Director-General, visited the US
in February, and participated in the American Society’s board meeting, At the
meeting, Eli Zborowski presented the Society’s 2001 work plan, which was
endorsed by the Board. Shalev and Amrami presented a comprehensive overview
of Yad Vashem's accomplishments in 2000, outlined the 2001 work plan, and
gave a full update on the progress of the “Yad Vashem 2001™ masterplan. Shraga
Y. Mekel, American Society Development Director, reported on the establishment
of a new Florida chapter, which is making progress; numerous meetings,
conferences, and a dinner already took place in early 2001, and guest speaker
at the Florida meetings was Mayor of Jerusalem, Ehud Olmert. Rochel Berman,
Executive Director of the American Society, reported that the American Society
is planning its First Annual Spring Luncheon to be held on 1 May, at the Jewish
Museum in New York City, New York Chairperson, Fanya Gottesfeld Heller,
will chair the event. Guest speaker will be noted Holocaust author and scholar,
Professor Nechama Tec whose subject will be “The Different Fate of Women
and Men during the Holocaust.” Professor Tec will receive the first American
Society for Yad Vashem Achievement Award for her contribution to Holocaust
literature. Dr. Marlene Warshawski Yahalom, the American Sodiety’s Education
Director, reported on the educational activities of the American Society. The
participants at the meeting agreed on the importance of mutually sharing
information, and continuing this practice.

The American Society’s Education Department and Kean University's
Holocaust Resource Center conducted a one-day workshop titled “Challenges
and Considerations of Holocaust Education” for New Jersey educators in late
February.

The Young Leadership Associates held a Theater Benefit in late March.
Participants viewed the Broadway production Judgement at Nuremberg and held
a post-performance discussion with cast members.

Jack Altman, a former president of the Dallas Memorial Center for Holocaust
Studies, visited Yad Vashem in order to strengthen ties between the two institutions
and to discuss ways in which Yad Vashem can be represented at the Dallas
Memorial Center.

During their visit to Yad Vashem, Henry and Lola Tenenbaum of New
York stated their intention to increase their support for the building of the new
Historical Muscum together with their friend and business partner, Milton
Steinberg. While at Yad Vashem Henry Tenenbaum received copies of unique
documents concerning his family, found in Yad Vashem’s Archives.

Fela and David Shapell of Los Angeles, who were in Israel for their
grandson’s Bar Mitzvah, visited Yad Vashem and viewed the progress in the
construction of the Visitors Center, which is being built with their support.

Morrie Goldblum of Connecticut visited Yad Vashem in February and was
very impressed with the developments at Yad Vashem, and in particular the wide
range of educational activities of the International School for Holocaust Studies.

From left to right: Idwi Amrams, Eli
Zhorowski, and Avner Shaley

CANADA

Marilyn Somers, Exccutive Director of the Canadian Society for Yad
Vashem, visited Yad Vashem in February and met with Shaya Ben-Yehuda,
Managing Director of Yad Vashem’s International Relations Division, and Solly
Kaplinski, Head of the Division’s English Desk. They discussed the Canadian
Society’s continuing promotion and support of Yad Vashem, as well as its efforts
18 w enlarge its database of friends and supporters.
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GERMANY

The Executive of the German Foundation for Remembrance, Responsibility,
and the Future visited Yad Vashem to learn about Yad Vashem’s activities. The
Foundation will lend assistance to former forced and slave laborers of the Nazi
regime and will provide funding for projects promoting international understanding
and global respect for human nghts.

AUSTRIA

The inauguration of the new
building of Yad Vashem’s International
Institute for Holocaust Research,
endowed by Danek Gertner—close
friend and long-time supporter of Yad
Vashem, in memory of his wife,
Jadzia—will take place in April in the

presence of Gertner, family members, e . e
dignitaries, and friends. Among the ~ Erom left to right: Davick Gertner and Avmer
R . Shalev at Yad Vashem’s International

projects supported by Danek Gertner oo ) for Holacanst Research

are the Archive’s Conservation and
Restoration Laboratory and a fund for international conferences of the International
Institute for Holocaust Research.

ENGLAND

The National Yad Vashem Charitable Trust is planning to hold its first
major fundraising dinner in November.

The Trust intends to organize seminars for London teachers together with
the International School for Holocaust Studies. The seminars will be held in
cooperation with the Imperial War Museum and other organizations involved
in Holocaust education and commemoration, and will be partially subsidized
by an annual grant from the Vivienne and Samuel Cohen Charitable Trust.

LATIN AMERICA

On their recent visit to Yad Vashem, Fanny Sevilla, wife of Moises Sevilla—
representative of Friends of Yad Vashem in Mexico—and her mother, Judith
toured the International School for Holocaust Studies and the Archives and
Library Building,

Dr. Gustavo Arnstein, Chief Editor of the Venezuelan Jewish Community
weekly, Nuevo Mundo Israelita, met with Chairman of the Directorate, Avner
Shalev on his recent visit to Yad Vashem.

At the end of 2000, Perla Hazan, Emissary of Latin-American and Spanish-
speaking countries, visited Panama, Venezuela, and Spain. Hazan strengthened
ties with members of the Panaman Society for Yad Vashem, and received
support from Chief Rabbi Sion Levy for the activities of Yad Vashem in Panama.
Close friends of Yad Vashem from Panama, Zisa Aizenman-Schwartz—donor
of the Reading Room of the Archives and Library Building—and her son, Sandy
Schwartz, hosted a dinner during which a presentation on Yad Vashem was
made to potential supporters.

Hazan met with many Venezuelan faends who contnibuted to Yad Vashem,
among them David Israel, Chairman of the Venezuelan Society for Yad
Vashem, and Erik Karpel. Among the donors who met with Hazan were
Warren and Genie (Lubowski) Speiss, sponsors of the International School
for Holocaust Studies' January seminar for Spanish-speaking educators.

Friends from Caracas, Frida and David Weisz, are sponsoring the translation
and publication of the Spanish edition of the Wolfsberg Rosh Hashana Prayer
Book (makhzor); Esther Cohen is backing the publication of the anthology The
Refugees and Latin America; Judith Benaim has made a donation to the School;
and long-time supporter of Yad Vashem, Wilheim Jaegerman, one of the few
remaining survivors from Costesti, Romania is continuing to fund educational
projects.

While in Spain, Hazan met with Isaac Querub, head of the Madrid Jewish
Community, and other community representatives. Querub and others are
devoting their efforts toward the establishment of a Spanish Society for Yad
Vashem.
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FRANCE

Isracl’s Minister of the Interior, Haim Ramon, bestowed Isracli citizenship upon
Serge Klarsfeld in a February ceremony. Klarsfeld, who has been active in bringing
Nazi and Vichy officials to trial for their crimes, and has published a dozen books on
the fate of French Jewry during WWII, was congratulated by Avner Shalev, who
presented him with a gift on behalf of Yad Vashem. Shalev reminded those present at
the ceremony of Klarsfeld's devotion to the preservation of the memory of the
Holocaust.

Claire Romy, Paris Chargée de Mission of the French Committée for Yad
Vashem, recently visited Yad Vashem in order to familiarize herself with new developments.

SWITZERLAND
Dr. Rolf Bloch of Bern, former President of Switzerland’s Jewish community
recently agreed to become the first head of the Swiss Society for Yad Vashem. Yad
Vﬁmmuﬂsnsappmmﬂmmbn]w&&ﬂhg,fnrhsougmngmmfad
Vashem through his activities in Switzerland in the past few years. Dr. Bollag will
continue his Yad Vashem activity, working closely with Dr. Bloch.

LIECHTENSTEIN

Ambassador (ret.) Rafael Gvir and Benny Ilsar, Head of the International
Relations Division’s German Desk, met with the General Secretary of the Principality
of Liechtenstein, Norbert Hemmerle, and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Andrea
Willi. Hemmerle announced that Prince Hans Adam IT has agreed to grant his
patronage to a Liechtenstein Society for Yad Vashem, which will be officially established
in the near future at a ceremony with the participation of Yad Vashem officials. On his
first visit to Isracl at the end of March, Hemmerle visited Yad Vashem in an effort to

strengthen tics and was given a presentation on the “Yad Vashem 2001 masterplan.

ISRAEL

Czernowitz born Haim Koren, a former Partisan whose family died in the
Holocaust, and today a resident of Kfar-Saba, recently made an extended commitment
to support Yad Vashem and its development plans.

Ruth Goldberg, resident of the Nofei Hasharon senior citizen home in Netanya,
made a donation, with the help of Ami Haus, for the production and distribution of
the International School for Holocaust Studies educational study unit Walls Around
Us. The study unit was produced in memory of Shmuel Eliyahu Lerman, Goldberg's
brother, who dicd as a Partisan in the forests in the vicinity of Lublin in 1944. In an
18 February ceremony, in the presence of family members and guests, the unit as well
as a Yad Vashem certificate of appreciation were presented to Goldberg,

Bronia and Itzhak Kozka from
Hadera, whose families were murdered
in Lodz, Lask, Auschwitz, and Chelmno
made a donation to Yad Vashem.
In January, members of the Polaris
Fund directorate, Partners and
Directors, Chemi Peres and Isaac
Hillel; Vice President, Yuri Shoshan;
and EIR, David Lisbona, visited Yad
ER e e S e

¢ s SIS " In January, the Yad Vashem Society
AR e g Wichors in Israel visited the Beit Tovei Hair
Senior Citizens Residence in Jerusalem as part of the Society’s campaign to collect
Pages of Testimony, Survivor Questionnaires, objects, and documents from residents
of Isracli old-age homes. Yaron Ashkenazi, Dircctor of the Yad Vashem Society in
Israel, gave a presentation on Yad Vashem, its mission and goals, as well as on the
Campaign for the Collection and Commemoration of Holocaust Victims™ Names,

An agreement has been made with the directorate of Zevet for their volunteers—
instructed and trained by Yad Vashem—to begin the distribution and collection of
Pages of Testimony and Survivor Questionnaires, documents, and objects from private
persons who are unable to fill in the Pages by themselves, residents of senior citizen
homes, as well as members of cultural, youth, sportsand community centers. -

Yad Vashem




PROGRAM OF EVENTS AT YAD VASHEM

The Eve of Holocaust Martyrs’ and Herocs'

Remembrance Day

Wednesday, 18 April 2001

The opening ceremony of
Holocaust Martyrs” and Heroes’
Remembrance Day, in the
presence of President Moshe
Katsav and Prime Minister Anel
Sharon
Warsaw Ghetto Square
Symposium: “Shades of Memory—The Memory
of the Holocaust in Jewish Isracli Society,” with
the participation of Mo Bar-On, poet Haim Guri,
Rabbi Benny Lau, Dr. Vicky Shiran, and moderator
Yisrael Segal
Yad Vashem Auditorium

Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Day,
Thursday, 19 April 2001
[10):00) Siren
11002} Wreath-laying ceremony with
the participation of Israch
President, Pnime Minister,
Speaker of the Knesset, Preadent
of the Supreme Court,
Chairman of the Jewish Agency,
Chief of General Staff, Chief of
Police, Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, public
figures, survivors’ organizations, school children,
and delegations from all over the country
Warsaw Ghetto Square

ERIIMERIIN Tours, creative workshops, multimedia activities,
and meetings with survivors
International School for Holocaust Studies

IR “Unto Every Person There is a Name™—recitation
of Holocaust victims” names by members of the public
Hall of Remembrance

(IRTER Continuous screening of films about the Holocaust

Auditorium

13:00 Main Memonal Ceremony = _ %
Hall of Remembrance

Memonial Ceremony for members of the
Orgamization for Hunganan Immigrants
Memorial to the Jewish Soldiers and Hall of
Remembrance

Memonal Ceremony for former members of the
Jewish Resistance in France
Aunditorium

Ceremony for youth

movements m the presence

of the Minister of

Education, Limor Livnat,

n conjunction with the Isrel Information Center,
the Youth and Social Administration and the Youth
Movement Council of the Ministry of Education
Valley of the Communities

u
Visit Our New Website at: www.yadvashem.org
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