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there was a great deal of ambil'llicnce: Should they 
flcc! Should they fighl! 

Once we arrived at the decision to stay 
and fight, II'C gathered aU those: woo wm 
hiding in monuteria, including Abba 
Kumer, When I aml'ed at his morwtery, 
lhe head·nun bcgged us not to go, She 
said she was .... 1J1ing to hide us all , We 
told her mat it wasn't righltO look after 
owschu and 1a1'C the other J(II'S bchind 
in the ghettO, and thatll'C must fight f0r­
me we of (','Clj'one. ' In that case,' .said 
the nun, '1 am also coming l11th )'00.' 

And indeed she came with us to the 
ghetto, but the guards identified her as 
a non-Jell' and would /lOI Itt her entO'. 

Once Vitka managed to escape from the 
ghetto, she had to relllO\'C the Yellow Star, an act 
punishable by death had she !xen caught , 
Returning 10 the ghcno, tOO, .... 1$ not simpk and 
once, tiling a "Tong rum, sh~ ended up in a 
grove in the middle of a Nazi training camp, 
Gathc:ring her "itS, she apprmchcd the Gmnms 
and pretended to be a Polish woman who 11'1$ 

lost; thanks to her correct acccnt, she succ~cded 
in d«ehing them. 
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life,slory 
is 01\( of strugsk, 
courage, and 
determination . 
Not only did she 
m11l~gc 10 sun;"'( 
the Holooust, but 
also 1$ :l mt'mlxr 
of a Partisan unit 
from Vilna, she 
engaged in aCls of V',..KA KQVNER: 

"Fin~', after months of planning, and with 
the help of a policeman from the ghetto, we 
sneak~d OUt th~ bomb that Abln had built and 
detonated ii, Whrn II'C managed to get back into 
the ghcno [without !xing disco\'er~d I it 
IlOU a day of celebration," Vitka remam, The 
bomb woded as plmned, and according to the 
newspapers, a great deal of damage was done to 
the train cars, and 'J. few soldiers wert killed. "The 

sabOiage and ph)1ica! raimncc di rected against 
the Germans. 

Vith, \life of poct/undcrgrouod leader, AbW 
Komer, \\'2$ born:lIld raised outside ofVLln:!., in 
~ Polish cit)' d K3lisz. <; K2Iisz ""'as on the German 
border, and by the second day of the war the 
G!:rmans im'1dcd the ciry. Thus for me the war 
bcgm \"«)' carl)' on," Viw rtcalls. 

Shortly after dK' Germans arri\'cd in Kalisz, 
the Jews of thr of)' wm expclltd to a If\OrWtCf)'. 

;,1 saw now the Gt-rmans werc mating the Jews 
and ~' mq' wm humili:uing them," says Vith, 
"and \'ar quidl), I decided to ~ .• Th.n night 
she gid goodbye 10 hcr parents, \\ithoul truly 
imagining that their parting would Ix (om'(r. "II 
lOok a long time for me to understand dut it \\'35 

the end," she rdates. 
Together \lith other youths from her \mnity, 

Vitka, then 19·yem·oId, began her journey to 
Vilna, As a member of the H.Shomrr HRTznir 
Youth Mo\'cJll(nt, she was informed that in Vilna, 
which was I\(){ yl.'t under German occuPJrion, she 
could join lhr rmks of ()(Mr youth group Jll(mhcf$ 
and possibly immigr.l.Ie 10 P;alcsUnc, h II'U a hard 
journey; Vith and thc other youths had to cross 
areas thaI were under $mict occup~tion in order 
to rcach Vilna, Fonunaldy, thc Germans did not 
.succeed in thwarting mar escape and Vith arrived 
in Vilna, lI.here she lil'cd until Russia annexed the 
region in 1940, forcing he 10 learc. 

In June 1941 , \'llna was occupied by the 
Nms., and Vith rctumcd 10 the city, " I mnanba 
coming bd 10 a diffaml city dW1 dw: one IIdi, ., 
s;ays Vith. "They began rounding up the men and 
we stmcd to lil'C in J9't'.11 fear. Wc decided 10 hide 
wtlOfTlel'Cr we could outside the city." 

At Ihc s;amc time, rumors begm circubting 
about the ghetto: 

It was a time of fm, We did nOi know 
where the Jell's were taken to from the 
ghetto, and why the), did 001 come b3ck, 
When we arrived al the ghetto, e\'erything 
was Stillll'aJ111: the unmade beds, the hot 
burners; it was Obl10US that somebody 
had lil'ed thm until \'ery m:entlr, 

4 When Ihey understood the f.lIe of the Jews, 

A PARtlSAt{S-RlS91'LE 

JtJPish PRrlisJHUfr''' Vi/nR rrlll", II tbt tirylollo .. i,.~ Librrtil;01I, &uk "'.,llIr right: Virh Krlfl/1'ltT KrrNrr. &uk 
rllJI',folirrh frtwt ,s" kft: AhiM Klmltr 

Insid~ lhr gheno the underground CSlabiishcd 
three goals: 10 hold an uprising if infonn~d that 
the ghcnO"';15 about 10 bc liquidated (otherwise 
they would end~nger Jcwish lim in vain ), to 
eIecute terrorist atuds outside the ghCIIO, and 
to join the Partisans in the forest , 

"I joined the trun thu .... 'U rcsponsibk for 
terrorist attacks outSide the ghetto, and my fim 
md most imporunt mission, together lIith Yoskc 
MaskOIitz, .... "aS to dctorute a bomb on the r.li,""aY 
in order 10 damage the train that transported 
equipment 10 the .... "ar front," recalls Vitka, 

Delonating Ihe bomb turned om 10 be the 
easiest part of the mission. In order to detennine 
where and when to plJce the bomb, Vitu hld 10 

exit the ghello mllly times, an let inl"ohing much 
danger and permitted only to those in work 
groups. "I sat entire nights follo"ing thc trains' 
routes, trying to delcrmine the hours they passed 
by md when the Gennans pltrolled and checked 
the nil""a),s," 

Germans belie .... ed in colk:cti\'e responsibility; had 
the), known that Jell'S had executed the bombing 
ther would hare had us kilkd by the thousands," 
The: Gamms did not imaWnc that this 1I"aS the .... ut 
<iJ~~..d, mmm, """,«I i»'a«uring,u tho: 
rtSidrnlS in a~' Polish tooll. 

AliO' fighting in the Vdna ghetto, Vith joined 
a djlision of JCllish Partisans, and at the end of 
the war she joined a rwIiatory group: 

We had seen concentr:lrion camps, and 
mO' whal we wi~ there we decided 
that (I'en though the lI"ar II'U over, we 
had to rake r(l'enge for the spilling of 
Jellish blood. We carried OUt one mission 
in which "1: poisontd a camp ofSS soldiers, 
and following this mission " 'C understood 
thai we had to lca\'e Europe. 
Vitb arri\'ed in Palatine in 1946, and seltled 

in Kibbutz Ein Hahoresh, where she stilllh'es 
today. She and Abba Komer (who passed away 
in 1988) havc twochiJdren and four grandchildrtn, 


