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Ithough over 60 years have passed since

. the Holocaust, survivors continue to
approach Yad Vashem with requests that

their rescuers be honored as Righteous
Among the Nations. However, as the war sinks
deeper into the past, recalling detailed information
becomes more difficult, representing a complex
challenge for staff at the Department of the
Righteous Among the
Nations. Completing the
picture entails

Arnold’s personal record and the precise names
of his rescuers. Not only were Hendrika and
Johann Holthaus consequently recognized as
Righteous Among the Nations, but Beekman’s
investigation also helped Arnold piece together
the story of his childhood.

Katya Gusarov deals with
rescuers from the Former
Soviet Union and Baltic
states. One day she
received a letter from
a  Ukrainian
woman who
related that her

Designation of the Righteous Among the

Nations, themselves all volunteers, decided to

accord recognition to the two rescuers: Yurechko
and Jagiellowicz.

Acts of rescue during the Holocaust were,

by their very nature,

performed in secret,

making it very

difficult to

obtain

evidence.
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considerable research and,
at times, no small amount
of detective work.

In April 2005, Arnold
Van Der Horst submitted a request to Yad
Vashem for recognition of his wartime rescuers.
With the aid of the Central Database of Shoah
Victims” Names he had learned that his parents,
Yaacov and Yehudit Van Der Horst, had been
murdered in Auschwitz in January 1944. Arnold,
then a young boy, had been hidden with a family
in Arnhem, Holland. The information he was
able to provide to Yad Vashem was vague: the
name of the rescuing family as he recalled it
turned out to be inexact. He did not remember
the first names of the parents, but was able to
provide the names of their four children.

“1 would like to
correct a wrong after
all these years, but |
don’t know how.”

The only physical artifact he still owned was
a picture of himself at a birthday party. Nannie
Beekman, the Righteous Department’s
Netherlands expert, began her search by
contacting the Dutch governmental authority
that handled orphans during the postwar period.
Through that organization’s archives she obtained
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late father, Stach Yurechko, had
aided many Jews in his town of
Rozniatow, in the Stanislawow District. “I
began searching for survivors’ testimonies,”
relates Gusarov. “I found my first clue in the
yizkor (Holocaust memorial) book produced by
the Rozniatow community. The book relates
how 18 Jews were rescued by three people,
one of whom was called Yurechko. The names
of some of the survivors, all of whom had
immigrated to the United States, were also
included. My contact at the US Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society provided me with
their most recent addresses, but they had all
passed away.”

The Rozniatow book also mentioned that
one of the survivors was a child from Kalusz,
but no one could remember his name. Gusarov
refused to give up. Ultimately she found, in the
Yad Vashem Archives, the brief testimony of a
child named David Halpern, who turned out to
be the child from Kalusz. The testimony was
obtained in 1946 at a Polish orphanage. Gusarov
was unable to track him down, but Halpern’s
testimony was sufficient to substantiate his rescue.
In the Department’s files, Gusarov also found
the record of a second Rozniatow rescuer named
Michal Jagiellowicz. One of the testimonies in
that second file was the eyewitness account of
Yeshayahu Lutvak, who stated that he had been
hidden with Stach Yurechko. This, along with
the other material, helped the case further, and
in September 2006 the Commission for the

Rotman, herself
the daughter of a
Righteous Among the

Nations, handles Polish cases.

Recently, Rotman was able to obtain the
testimony of a survivor in a file that had been

Acts of rescue during
the Holocaust were,
by their very nature,
performed in secret,
making it very
difficult to obtain
evidence.

open for twenty years. Based on the testimony,
the rescuers could finally be recognized. “Some
cases remain open for long periods of time, but
we ensure that every shred of information is
investigated and registered,” says Nona
Agababian-Nir, who coordinates the Righteous
Commission’s work and is in charge of
computerization. While more than 22,000
Righteous Among the Nations have been
recognized to date, staff in the Department remain
committed to seeing through each and every case.

The author is Divector of Yad Vashem’s Department for the
Righteous Amony the Nations.



Ceremonies Around the World

been awarded the title of Righteous Among the Nations, the highest honor given

S ince 1963, more than 22,000 non-Jews from over 40 different countries have

by the State of Israel to non-Jews who risked their lives to save Jews during the

Holocaust. These men and women hail from all kinds of backgrounds—from
poor farmers to established diplomats, from ordinary citizens to church leaders. Every
year hundreds of people are honored with this award both at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem
and abroad via Israel’s diplomatic representatives in cooperation with Yad Vashem’s
Friends associations. Medals and certificates of honor are presented to the rescuers or
their next of kin at special ceremonies, often attended by government representatives.

In 2007, over 450 new Righteous Among the Nations were recognized by Yad
Vashem. Following are a few events that took place over the year in their honor:

On 18 January, a plaque paying tribute
to the French Righteous Among the
Nations was unveiled by the President of
France at the Panthéon in Paris, where
France’s heroes are honored.

On 18 May a state ceremony honoring
the Righteous Among the Nations from
Belgium was held in Brussels. Belgium’s
Prime Minister unveiled a special plaque.

On 6 September, the title of Righteous
Among the Nations was bestowed upon the
late Yevgenia Zamoroko-Lysenko from
Ukraine. The ceremony was held at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,

and H.E. Mr. Sallai Meridor, Ambassador
of Isracl to the United States, presented the
medal and certificate of honor to her son
Nikolay Zamoroko, who lives in Maryland,
USA.

On 28 September, H.E. Mr. Amos
Nadai, Israel’s Ambassador to China,
bestowed commemorative citizenship of
the State of Isracl upon Dr. Feng Shan Ho
z”l, a Chinese diplomat posted in Vienna
during WWII who saved thousands of Jews
during the Holocaust. The ceremony was
held in Dr. Ho’s hometown of Yiyang,
Hunan Province, China, in the presence of
his daughter Manh Ho.
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On 30 October, a ceremony was held
in the Sukkat Shalom synagogue in
Belgrade, Serbia, bestowing upon six
individuals the title of Righteous Among
the Nations. The President of Serbia, Mr.
Boris Tadi¢, attended the ceremony. Also
present were Isracl’s Ambassador to Serbia
H.E. Mr. Arthur Kol, Honorary President
of the Union of Jewish Communities in
Serbia Mr. Aca Zinger, the extended families
of the rescuers, Christian, Muslim and
Jewish clergymen, the diplomatic corps and
members of the Jewish community.

Honor Righteous
Hmong the [lations

In some cases, relatives of rescuers choose to come to
Israel to receive the medals and certificates at Yad Vashem.
Below are some of these special events held during 2007:

On 11 October, Elisabeth Hedwig Leja Gessler, a Righteous
Among the Natlons from Germany, was posthumously
honored at a
special ceremony at
Yad Vashem.
Throughout the
war, Gessler looked
after Elek, Lili and
= Roman, the three
_ children of Edward
" and Dora Gessler,
whom she had worked for as a nanny and housekeeper.
After the war, Elisabeth remained with the children and Edward,
whom she married in 1965. Pictured: Director of the Department
of the Righteous Among the Nations Irena Steinfeldt (right)
presents the medal and certificate to Lili and Roman Gessler.

On 25 October, the Chairman of the Commission for the
Demgnatlon of the nghteous former Supreme Court Justice
; : & Jacob Tiirkel (second
# from right),
. presented the award
~ to the children of the
. late Hendrikus
(Hein) and Martha
Snapper from the
& Netherlands, who
saved Rosa de
Hartog during the Holocaust. The ceremony was attended by
Holocaust survivors Truus de Hartog (Netherlands) and Salomon
de Hartog (Israel) and five children of the rescuers: Jerry, Jan,
Johan, Hans and Frank (also pictured), of California and
Kentucky, USA.

On 4 November, the honor of Righteous Among the
Nations was awarded to the late Stanislaw and Jadwiga Schultz
: from Ukraine, who

hid Jews in their
home during the
war. Stanislava
Andryshchak, the
Schultz’ daughter
who flew in
especially for the
SO ceremony, was

prcscntcd w1th the medal and ccrtlﬁcate in her parents honor.
Pictured, center: Stanislava Andryshchak and survivor Meir
Lamet from the USA, with members of Lamet’s extended family

11




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUS <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




